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CH NESE PREM ER ARRI VES FOR FI VE-DAY VISIT

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 22 (Bernamm) -- Chinese Prem er Zhu Rongji, who arrived
here today for a five-day official visit, was accorded a cerenoni al wel cone
at Perdana Putra, here.

Zhu and his wife, Lao An, were nmet on arrival at the ground | evel of
the building by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad and Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali.

Al so present were Cabinet mnisters and nmenbers of the diplomatic
corps.

At the cerenony, Zhu received a salute from a guard- of - honour nounted
by 39 officers and nmen of the First Battalion Royal Ml ay Reginent |ed by
Maj Abdul Basit. The national anthens of the two countries were al so
pl ayed.

The cerenoni al wel cone at the Dataran Perdana had to be cancel |l ed
because of heavy rain.

Earlier, Zhu, who is heading a 107-nenber del egati on, was received at
t he Kual a Lunmpur International Airport in Sepang by Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Hamid Al bar and Defence M nister Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mist apha,
who is mnister-in-attendance.

H s del egation includes Foreign Mnister Pang Jia Xuan, Agriculture
M ni ster Chen Yao Bang, M nister of Special Assistance Lin Hua Qu and Vice
Governor of the People's Bank of China Yan Hai Wang.

Zhu, | eader of the world' s nost popul ous nation, is on a tour of four
Asean countries, his first as premier. He will also visit the Philippines,
Si ngapore and Vi et nam

VWile here, he will call on Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan Sal ahuddi n
Abdul Aziz Shah and hold talks with Dr Mahathir.

Tormorrow, Zhu will attend a del egation neeting with his Ml aysi an
counterpart and visit the Mal aysia Technol ogy Park. He is al so scheduled to
deliver a keynote address at a |uncheon hosted by the National Chanber of
Commerce and I ndustry of Malaysia (NCCOM on Wdnesday.

Mal aysia is the first Asean country to establish diplomatic ties with
Beijing following the late Tun Abdul Razak's visit to China on May 31,

1974.

Dr Mahathir visited China in August this year to coincide with the 25th
anni versary of the Sino-Mlaysia diplomtic relations.
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