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Mahat hi r- Chi rac
CH RAC SYMPATHETI C TO MALAYSI A, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: Wan A Hul ai m

PARI'S, Feb 14 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said France
has easily the nost synpathetic ear of all European countries to the plight
of Mal aysia and other Asian countries suffering fromthe disruptive effects
of the activities of international currency specul ators.

The prime mnister said this soon after emerging froma neeting with
French President Jacques Chirac on a sunny but bitterly cold afternoon at
t he El ysee Pal ace here.

Expl ai ning further this cordial note of appreciation after a neeting
whi ch was extended fromthe originally scheduled 45 mnutes to two hours of
frank and honest discussions with French President Jacques Chirac at his
official Paris residence, Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia had been worKking
closely with France "for several years now' to foster this understanding.

"I think France understands Mal aysia's position better than other
Eur opean countries, and Chirac hinself has been very supportive," Dr
Mahat hir said at a news conference after the neeting.

At the palace, Dr Mahathir's arrival, sharp at 6pm was received by the
arnmed presidential guards in their colourful cerenonial uniforns.

This was his second visit to the palace since their first neeting in
1997 when rel ati ons between France and Ml aysi a was strengthened by the
appoi ntment of Tan Sri Kami| Jaafar as Mal aysia's special envoy to the
president, a post reciprocated by France with the appoi ntnent of a speci al
envoy to Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here straight fromthe four-day neeting of the
Gl5 devel opi ng countries in Janmaica, said at the news conference in his
suite at the prestigious Rtz Hotel that he was al so here to convey to
Chirac a special nessage from GL5 countries.

Expl aining this, he said: "The Gl5 countries want to participate in the
formul ation of the new so-called international financial architecture. How
that is to be done is sonething else. One thing is we want direct
conmmuni cation with the G/ and an opportunity for discussions with them"

Describing Chirac's response to his views and those of Gl5 countries as
"very supportive", Dr Muhathir added that France had been instrunental in
per suadi ng sone other G7 countries to be nore synpathetic to Malaysia's
stand agai nst the currency specul ators.

"This convergence of views is not just with France and Germany. The
need for control now is accepted by Canada and Japan. | think there are
nore countries which seemto agree with a need for control,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that it was now up to themto convince others,
especially the United States, of the need for this control.

VWhen asked if this view was accepted by Britain, Dr Mahathir replied
that Britain would follow the United States.

Underlining further his theme of consultation to determ ne Ml aysia's
economic future, Dr Mahathir also called for a re-exam nation of
"gl obal i sation".

He said: "Even though we wel come gl obalisation, we feel a need to study
carefully its effects so that devel oping countries will not |ose out."

On financial issues, he said that the GL5 countries now had a clearer
view and a nore positive stand, being all agreed that the present regine
was dangerous for them

He said that these countries were now aware that they could be rich in
the norning and i npoverished in the afternoon.



"They are worried that they too mght have to pay the price for |ack of
control,"” Dr Mahathir said.

Besi des conveying the nmessage of the G5 countires, Dr Mahathir al so
had bil ateral discussions on econonmic and political issues with President
Chi rac whom he descri bed as soneone who was synpat hetic towards the plight
of devel opi ng countri es.

Mal aysi a was regarded by France as a country which reflected the
situation in Southeast Asia, he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is acconpanied by Datin Siti Hasmah, flies out from
here early Sunday norning for the Jordani an capital Amman before returning
to Mal aysi a.

In Amman, he will be personally expressing Ml aysia's condol ences on
the death of King Hussein, whose funeral |ast week he was unable to attend.
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