17/ 05/ 1999

Chua: 13 peopl e on average down with H V everyday

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Mdre than 4,600 cases of people with HV were
reported | ast year, while anot her 875 peopl e having the virus devel oped
Al DS | ast year, Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng said today.

He said there were 689 people who died of AIDS | ast year, an increase
from473 in 1997.

"Wth 4,624 cases of people being infected with HV | ast year, that
means an average of 13 people are getting the virus everyday,"” he said
during a Press conference after |aunching the International Al DS Menori al
Day at Sunway Pyrami d.

There were 3,924 cases of people with HV in 1997.

He said so far, 28,541 H V cases have been reported since 1986, while
1,811 peopl e have died of AIDS during the sanme peri od.

"Seventy-ei ght per cent of new cases were fromintravenous drug users,"
he said, adding that if there were no drug users, the nunber of HV cases
woul d be very | ow

More inmportantly, Chua said acts of discrimnation agai nst peopl e who
were Hl V-positive should be exposed to put a stop to such cases.

"W have to shame these people who are discrimnating agai nst peopl e
with H 'V, whether they are enpl oyers, doctors or nurses."

He said if a person had been unjustly dism ssed due to prejudice, the
victimcoul d take his case to court, while doctors who were found to be
discrinmnatory could be brought to the Mal aysian Medi cal Council for
action.

"By exposing cases of discrimnation, we create consciousness. This
woul d educat e people who still fear the disease.”

Chua added di scrim nation woul d cause peopl e who have the virus to be
silent about having the virus.

"HIV will spread with that silence."

He said that despite the high | evel of awareness of H V/ AIDS, nmany stil
acted as if they did not know the risks of the disease.

On the issue of expensive nedicine to treat H V/AIDS, Chua said his
Mnistry was talking to multinational drug conpanies to see whether they
coul d conduct the final production here in Malaysia to cut costs.

"At present, a patient is allowed to choose between AZT, which costs
RV650 a nonth, or DDl which costs RMB50 a nonth. That is all we can
afford. As for the other nmedication, the patient will have to buy it
hi nsel f."

Mal aysi an Al DS Council president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said it
was very difficult to deternine how wi despread cases of dism ssals due to
HI V/ Al DS wer e.

"We are collecting details of such cases," she said, adding that with
such details, a case could be presented to the Governnment for action.

She said there was a lot to do before cases of unjustified dismssa
coul d be brought to court.

"Judges and | awyers have to be educated first. Al so, Ml aysia could
foll ow the Indian system where people who have H V can gi ve evi dence
anonymously to protect their identities," she said.

Marina al so sai d the highest nunber of conplaints of discrimnation from
Hl V- positive people were of incidents within the health system

"These were people who were neglected in hospitals or clinics because
they are H V-positive," she said.



Duri ng the cerenony, 31 business and non-governnmental organisations
af firmed the Mal aysi an Al DS Charter which was | aunched 1995.
The Health Mnistry, however, was not one of the signatories.
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