06 APR 1999
Cl O RCLE
Cl Gs SHOULD ADOPT NEW M NDSET I N DEFI NI NG FUTURE RCLE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 6 (Bernama) -- Corporate chief information officers
(CIGs) in major corporations are urged to adopt a new m ndset about their
future role in major corporations as information managenent is noving to
the centre stage.

Ener gy, Conmunications and Miultinmedia Mnister Datuk Leo Modggie said
Cl Gs shoul d assunme new responsibilties that go far beyond the technical
service role that once defined their position.

"ClGs of the future will have to forge new relations with top corporate
deci si on-nmakers as they (ClGs) effectively nove into the circle of
corporate planners at the highest level,"” said Mggie.

This is because the role of "the next generation of" ClGs al so involves
cor porate planni ng and deci si on maki ng, he added.

H s speech was delivered by Deputy Secretary General of the Mnistry Dr
Abdul Halim Shafie at the opening of the first annual Cl O conference
organi sed by Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute (ASLI).

Al so present was ASLI president Mrzan Mhathir.

"There nust be a change of mindset in the way the ClGs appreciate their
role in the conpany and the wi der influence they may wield in the future,”
Moggi e sai d.

He added these changes (of the CIGs' role) are now beginning to be felt
in the world s nmajor corporations, although there are nmany significant
nati onal differences in the howthe ClOrole is evolving, am dst the
gl obal i sation of the world econony and rapid unification of the European
economi es.

He said the com ng of age of corporate information technology will nean
that C1Gs nmust radically rethink their jobs, incorporate new business
skills, start new rel ationships with corporate | eadership and adopt new
responsibilties for strategic thinking.

"Many of the existing rules which apply in today's econony can no
| onger be applied in the digital econony, and this neans Cl Gs nust adapt
with the changing tinmes," he said. -- BERNAVA
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