16 MAR 1999
Mal aysi a- Si ngapor e
Cl Q | SSUE DCES NOT AFFECT S| NGAPORE' S SOVEREI GNTY, SAYS SYED HAM D

KUALA LUMPUR, March 16 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia does not question
Si ngapore's sovereignty with respect to the Custonms, Inmgration and
Quarantine (C1Q Centre at Tanjong Pagar but raises its rights to operate
t here based on | egal aspects, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar
sai d today.

"The question of Singapore's soverignty does not arise. W are not
tal ki ng about sovereignty. W are tal king about Ml aysia's presence and the
use of facilities available there," he said.

Syed Hami d disclosed this to reporters after receiving a courtesy call
by Australian Mnister for Veteran Affairs Bruce Scott at his office.

Apart fromthe | egal aspects, Malaysia's rights to operate at Tanjong
Pagar were influenced by several other matters including the historical
factor, he said commenting on the statenent by Singapore's Foreign Mnister
Prof S. Jeyakumar yesterday regarding the island republic's sovereign right
over the Tanjong Pagar Railway Station.

Mal aysi a had sent a document to Singapore on Feb 10 where Jeyakumar had
stated that Singapore's conclusion was that the Ml aysi an governnent was
not claimng the right in terms of lawto operate at the C1Q Centre there.

Si ngapore wants Mal aysia to recognise its sovereignty over Tanjong
Pagar before continuing with negotiations. The station and the rail way
track were built by the British administration in the 1920's.

Mal aysi a wanted any di spute with Singapore to be resolved in a package
as agreed to by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and his
Si ngapore counterpart, Goh Chok Tong, he said.

Apart fromthe CQ Centre, other issues included in the package
i nvol ved the agreenent on water supply, the use of Ml aysian air space by
Si ngapore Air Force and the w thdrawal of savings by peninsul ar Ml aysian
workers fromthe republic's Central Provident Fund.

He said a suitable tinme frame needed to be given to both countries to
resol ve the issues which used to sour diplomatic rel ations between them

"We nust give a chance to the discussions and negoti ati ons which are
on-goi ng," he said.

He said a del egation headed by the Secretary CGeneral of the Foreign
Affairs Mnistry had left for Singapore on March 11 to hold di scussions
wi th the Singapore authorities.

Syed Hanmi d said any negotiation to resolve the i ssues need not
necessarily be reported to the press.
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