14/ 12/ 1999
It's back to basics, says Misa
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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - New y-appoi nted Education M ni ster Senator Tan Sri
Musa Mohamad gave his undertaking today to study problens related to
education and try to resolve them

Misa, 56, a former Universiti Sains Ml aysia vice-chancellor said the
probl enms were those rel ated to pl anni ng and i npl enent ati on of educati onal
progranmes and policies.

He took his oath of office as Senator today before Dewan Negara deputy
presi dent Datuk M chael Chen Wng Sumand will take over from Datuk Seri
Naj i b Tun Razak who noves back to the M nistry of Defence.

"W may have to go back to basics and fromthere charter strategies for
the future. | amlooking at educationin total. However, any possible
changes to existing policies will require consideration and i n-depth
di scussi ons. "

Descri bi ng his new post as a very chal | engi ng j ob, Misa said he believed
t hat he was not appointed to neutralise any party but to gi ve professional
input to the education system

Misa sai d he woul d al so study whether it was true that all
under gr aduat es were agai nst the Governnent.

"I'f this is true then we need a specific strategy to counter this
problemand to ensure that they concentrate on their studies."

When asked on his political plans and whet her he woul d join any
political party, Miusa, a non-political figure, said his plans at the
nmonent were to work out sonet hing "nmeani ngful" for the next three years.
(Senators serve a nmaxi mumtwo consecutive three-year terns).

"What happens after that we will see... right nowon whether | will join
politics or not, the answer is no," he said, but adding that this could
change in the future.

On whet her he was an Umo nenber or bel onged to any other party, Misa
said he did not belong to any party.

Misa was a forner chairman of Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka and a nenber of
t he Mara Hi gher Advi sory Council on Educational Matters.

From 1982 to 1995, he was the Vice-Chancellor of USM before opting for
early retirenent.

Al'so sworn in as Senator was M nister in the Prine Mnister's Depart nent
Dat uk Paduka Dr Abdul Ham d O hman.

They are schedul ed to take their oath of office before the Yang di-
Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah at | stana Negara tonorrow.

Their appointnents as Mnisters in the new Federal Cabinet were
announced recently by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanad.

Abdul Hami d sai d he woul d face an uphill task to counter Pas' influence
but expected big changes to be nade i mediately in the handling of Islamc
adm nistration in the country. This, he said, was generally to bring back
on course Muslinms who were i nfluenced by wong interpretations of |Islam
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