06 SEP 1999
Mahat hir-Li es
CLAI M5 BY "ULANMAS' CAN LEAD TO MJUSLI M CHRI STIAN RIOTS - DR M

KUANTAN, Sept 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today
alie by people clainming to be ulamas that there are nore churches than
nmosques in Mel aka is dangerous as it can nake non-Mislins feel threatened
and lead to riots.

"If this is spread and magnified there will surely be riots between
Muslinms and Christians,” the prinme mnister said at a neeting w th Pahang
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) |eaders here.

Present were Pahang BN chairman Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, Pahang Menteri
Besar Dat uk Adnan Yaakob, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
Hurman Resources M nister Datuk Lim Ah Lek, Mnister in the Prine Mnister's
Departnment Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man and forner deputy prime mnister
Tun Abdul Ghafar Baba.

Dr Mahathir al so accused supporters of an opposition party of using the
pul pits of nmosques to spread lies to Muslins to incite hatred against the
BN.

He said Umo had never resorted to arousing hatred agai nst PAS in
efforts to gain support for itself, and wished to see all Miuslins live in
br ot her hood anong t hensel ves and with non- Misli ns.

"W (Umo) are for peace order in this country but PAS is different,
they prefer ennmty anmong Muslins thensel ves and between Mislins and
non- Musli s, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said people who were prepared to tell lies from nosque
pul pits were not fit to be called ulamas as they did not respect the nosque
or the faithful present.

"These people claimthensel ves to be ul amaks. If these are the type of
ul amaks we have, believe ne our religion will be destroyed and there will
be riots in our country, and these people won't take responsibility if
riots happen,' he said.

The prime mnister said the governnent respected ul amaks but not al
who cl ai ned thensel ves to be ul anaks, as there were liars who cal
t hensel ves ul amaks.

He related a story once told by a former Umo nenber, the | ate Sul ai man
Pal estin, of a liar claimng hinself to be a ulamak and using deceit to
legitimse what was 'haram (forbidden in Islam

He likened the story to misinterpretations about |slam nmade by PAS
ulamas now to the extent of claimng that profanities were all owed.

"Just to fish for votes, they are prepared to nake all sorts of
interpretations,” he said.

The people, he said, should be aware of such tactics by PAS and reject
the party during the general election

Dr Mahathir said he believed the people would not support the
opposition pact in the election as the four parties involved could not form
a governnment as they had differing struggles and were even opposed to each
other in certain areas.

He said the parties -- PAS, DAP, Parti Keadilan Nasional and Parti
Rakyat Mal aysia -- wished to join force to fight the BN because they found
the BN fornula to be effective.

"An imtation product has no quality, go for the original which is
Bari san Nasional ," he said.
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