13/ 05/ 1999
Clearing of Lojing forest causes siltation woes

Est her Tan

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - More than 8,800 hectares of forested highlands at
Loji ng, Kelantan, has been cleared for agriculture and | oggi ng, causing
serious siltation problens in nearby rivers and threatening the |ifespan
of the Pergau hydroel ectric dam

Cutting off such hilly terrains has al so disrupted the slope stability,
maki ng the area prone to | andslides during heavy rain.

Al t hough the Kel antan Governnment had in 1997 deni ed reports of
environnental degradation in the Lojing Hi ghlands, satellite pictures
reveal ed that 8,860 hectares of forest areas at 1000 netres above sea
| evel had been opened up

The satellite pictures, acconmpanied by a report, were submtted to the
Cabi net today by Science, Technol ogy and Environnent M nister Datuk Law
Hi eng Di ng.

"The Prime Mnister said the matter was serious and is very concerned
about it.

"Wth the pictures, they (the Kel antan Governnent) cannot deny that
| oggi ng and | and-cl earing are not taking place," he said after the Cabinet
meet i ng.

Law said he would wite a letter to the Kel antan Menteri Besar about the
matter so that inmedi ate nmeasures could be taken to rectify the problem

The Lojing Hi ghlands are made up of primary forests, nost of which are
| ocated in areas above 1,000 netres in altitude.

Loggi ng and | and-cl earing for agriculture have caused seri ous
environnmental degradation in the area. Besides affecting the sl ope
stability, Law said three rivers - Sungai Berok, Sungai Ber and Sungai
Perol ak - have becone polluted with silt washed down fromthe exposed
hilly sl opes.

"As a result, sedinentation has occured in the rivers' tributaries,
streams and a dam " said Law. He did not say which dam but the Pergau
Hydroel ectric Damis the only one in the State.

Sedi nentation and siltatin can reduce the damcapacity and can increase
t he mai ntenance costs |ike the situation at the R nglet Reservoir in
Caneron Hi ghl ands.

The possi bl e inmpacts include:

* the destruction of fish, plants and other organisns in the rivers, and
recreational areas.

* ecosystem degradation and | oss of water catchment and flood contro
functions.

"To prevent these, |ogging and | and-clearing in areas above 1,000 netres
shoul d be controll ed. Once environnmental degradation has occured, it is
difficult torehabilitate the ecosystens," said Law.

He said the State Governnment shoul d al so i npl enent the decision made by
the National Forestry Council at its 14th neeting on Dec 28 | ast year for
all forest areas at altitudes of 1,000 netres and above to be gazetted as
protected forests. This is in addition to the condition to prohibit
clearing of terrains nore than 40 degrees in gradient as stipulated in the
Forest Act 1984.

"The neeting which was chaired by the Prime Mnister had agreed to this
decision. It was attended by all Menteris Besar, Chief Mnisters and their
representatives. They have all agreed to the decision. Therefore, they
shoul d abi de by their own decision."



The deci sion was al so frontpaged by the New Straits Tines on Jan 25

This is not the first time the issue of the indiscrimnate clearing of
Lojing is being raised. It was first highlighted in August 1994 when Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad expressed concern that the State
Governnent was al | owi ng devel opnent on hill sl opes despite repeated
rem nders not to.

In May 1996, the Cabinet directed action to be taken to prevent
envi ronnment al degradati on at Lojing. However, Federal agencies could not
do much because | and and forestry nmatters cone under the State
jurisdiction.

In August 1997, the Cabinet had ordered the Departnment of Environment to
i nformthe Kel antan Government about the extent of environnmental danage at
t he hi ghl ands.

Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat responded by saying that the
State Governnent had never issued permts for |logging activities at
Loj i ng.

The NST then visited the area and found | oggi ng and | and cl earing were
i ndeed being carried out.

However, Kel antan Deputy Menteri Besar Abdul Hali m Abdul Rahman said the
reports, which appeared in the NST were basel ess.

The Menteri Besar's Press secretary Wan |Ismail Wan Jusoh had al so said
that the State Governnent had issued permits to several firns to carry out
devel opnent projects in the area. They included a highland resort which
woul d be carried out on a joint-venture basis between the State Econom c
Devel opnent Corporation and a private conpany.

In Decenber 1997, Abdul Halimsaid a special committee had been forned
to oversee devel opnment at Lojing. This followed a briefing to the State
CGovernnent by the then DCE director-general Tan Meng Leng.
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