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CLOB will be treated separately, says Dr M (HL)

Kamar ul Yunus

THE Central Limt Oder Book (CLOB) will continue to be treated as
separate fromthe outstandi ng package of issues between Ml aysi a and

Si ngapore, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad says.

"CLOB was not started by this Governnent (Ml aysia). W have never
participated in it and neither have we been responsible for it.

"W do not see why we should be responsible for it now," he told newsnen
after opening the 46th annual general neeting of the People' s Progressive
Party in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comment on Singapore Prine M nister Goh Chok
Tong's renarks | ast week that the CLOB i ssue should not be | eft hanging
but be included in the outstandi ng package of bilateral issues.

"W have agreed that CLOB is a separate issue. Only water supply to

Si ngapore and the railway matter are government issues," he said.

The two governnents are expected to be start another round of

negoti ations this nonth.

Dr Mahathir al so di sm ssed suggestions that Ml aysi a had asked Si ngapore
to look for alternative source of water when the existing agreenent
expires in 2060.

"No, we are still negotiating with themand we are willing to supply
themwi th water on condition we gain fromit," he said.

Expl ai ning that the current agreenment is heavily in Singapore's favour,
Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi a now charges Singapore only 3 sen per 1, 000
gall ons of raw water but has to pay 50 sen per 1,000 gallons of treated
water fromthe republic.

In other words, he said, not only is Singapore not paying anything for
the raw water it receives from Ml aysia, but it is also nmaking noney from
t he agreenent.

"They (Singapore) take the raw water fromus and sell it back to us.
They take 50 sen and pay us only 3 sen.

"W are not conpl aining but we insist that by 2060, the supply of raw
wat er nust stop. Fromthen on, we will supply themw th treated water
This is fair," he said.

The water supply agreenent was drawn up by the British, Dr Mahathir
said, at a tinme when Singapore was favoured at the expense of Johor.

"We (Mal aysi a) are now an i ndependent country. You cannot expect us to
pay them 50 sen so that they can pay us 3 sen. It is a no-go thing," he
sai d.

However, the Prine M nister gave his assurance that Ml aysia wll
continue to supply water to Singapore, but in treated formand not raw
"W do not want to deny themwater supply. We will continue to supply
raw water at 3 sen per thousand gallons until the agreenment termnates in
2060.

"I't has been 3 sen for ages because everytinme we want to raise the
price, they (Singapore) want to raise the cost of treated water. So, we
feel it is only fair if we supply only treated water when the agreenent
termnates in 2060," he said.

At the Association of South-East Asian Nations Summit in Hanoi | ast
Decenber, Dr Mahathir and Goh had agreed that the two countries discuss
and resol ve various bilateral issues as a package

Besi des water supply, the two governnents are al so di scussing matters
related to the railway operations, a dispute which surfaced in July 1998



when Si ngapore noved its checkpoint facilities from Tanjung Pagar to
Woodl ands.

Si ngapore had insisted that Mal aysia follow suit and nove its Custons,
Imm gration and Quarantine facilities to Wodl ands as wel|. Kual a Lunpur

refused, saying it has every right to naintain themat Tanjung Pagar, on
its own | and.

Anot her | ong-standing issue is that of Peninsul ar Ml aysi a workers
savings in the republic's Central Provident Fund (CPF). Singapore would
all ow only Mal aysi ans from Sabah and Sarawak, who have stopped working in
the republic before their retirenment age, to wi thdraw their CPF savings.
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