27/ 12/ 1999
Club to nonitor MPs (HL)

Ai non Mohd; Hayati Hayatudin

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Backbenchers' C ub, previously reticent about
absenteei smof MPs during Parlianment sittings, is nowtaking stock of the
probl em by planning a sel f-nonitoring nmechani sm

This nmeans that fromthe next session in February, the performance of
Bari san Nasional MPs will be nonitored and recorded by a comrttee to be
set up by the club.

A quarterly report will then be conpiled and submtted to Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad, who i s BN chairman

The club's president Datuk Jamal uddin Mohd Jarjis said besides
nmonitoring MPs' attendance in Parlianment, the committee would al so nonitor
their articipation during each sitting and the quality of the debates.

The move, Jamal uddin said, would ensure that BN MPs perfornmedaccordi ng
to the benchmark set by Dr Mahathir.

It also conmes at a tinme when MPS' attendance is under close scrutiny.
The Dewan Rakyat sat for four days last week - the first tinme after the
10t h general el ection.

The New Straits Tinmes has, since March 25, 1997, published a roll-cal
of menbers in the House at three different tines during the day's
proceedi ngs, but many MPs, includi ng Backbenchers C ub nmenbers had
questioned the noti ve.

For mer Backbenchers C ub presi dent Ruhani e Ahmad had once said the tally
was unfair and did not reflect the real situation

BN secretary-general Datuk Seri Mhaned Rahmat had al so said the head
count did not take into consideration the MPs who were in the Parlianent
bui I di ng.

"Sonme of the MPs could be in the Parlianent |obby, the chanber or in
their respective offices in the Parlianent. MPs can also listenin to the
debates or discussions in the |obby or their offices via an audio link."

Mohaned had said it was not necessary for the MPs to be in the Dewan
Rakyat at all tines and that in any Parlianment in the world, not all the
MPs were al ways present.

However, Jamal uddin admitted sonme BN MPs were inactive and conpl acent.
He said it was high tinme the MPs got their act together and were prepared
to respond to the changi ng demands and needs of the people.

Rural Devel opment M nister Datuk Azm Khalid said all mnisters had been
directed by Dr Mahathir to attend Parlianment if they did not have any
mnisterial duties or functions. He said Mnisters and Deputy M nisters
needed to juggle with paperwork in the office and deal wth other
m ni sterial functions before rushing back to Parlianent.

However, he said, at any one tinme, if the mnisters could not attend the
sitting, then the deputy or parliamentary secretary would take his place.

"It is hightime that we look into this as it will ensure that each M
fulfils his duty as prom sed to the people during the canpaign.”

MP for Tanmbun Ahnmad Husni Hanadzl ah, who is the club secretary, said MPs
should rise to people's expectations by fulfilling their parlianentary
duties and responsibilities as well as maintaining parlianentary decorum

He said having a nonitoring systemwoul d create transparency anong the
MPs as their perfornmance coul d be seen by all

"MPs shoul d strive at being perfornmance-oriented in Parlianent.

"As many of themare professionals and highly qualified, they need no
reminders to do their honmework well and be know edgabl e on current issues



before raising questions and debating issues."
In addition, he said, they nust |ook into the broader perspective and
gi ve greater consideration to national needs and aspirations.
"Wth the new nmillennium MPs nust be prepared to carry on a conpelling
debat e and speak in a manner which is both interesting and substantive."
( END)
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