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Col l ective thunbs up to MSC (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh; Shareem Anry; Azrani Rustam

CYBERJAYA, Fri. - The Multinedia Super Corridor is positioned well ahead
of simlar hubs such as Singapore's Singapore ONE and Hong Kong's
Cyberport, the International Advisory Panel menbers said today.

Extolling the virtues which give the MSC a keen conpetitive edge, the
menbers said Mal aysi a had the advantage of a multi-Ilingual clinmate, sound
pl ans for | ong-termhuman resources devel opment, a strong politica
| eader shi p and consi stency of vision.

"I't's absolutely remarkabl e what's been achi eved here," said British
Tel ecomi s chief executive Sir Peter Bonfield. "You're a long way in front
and the thing nowis you need to keep it that way."

Speaking at a joint Press conference at the Prime Mnister's Departnent
here, the panel nmenbers unani nously gave a collective thunbs-up to the
proj ect, and said Ml aysi ans shoul d be proud of what had been achi eved so
far.

"Conpared to Hong Kong and Si ngapore, what you have here is quality of
life and the devel opment of human resources in the long term" Acer
I ncorporated chai rman and chi ef executive officer Datuk Dr Stan Shih said

When asked about the conpetition the MSC faced from Hong Kong and
Si ngapore, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad said it was nore
i mportant to concentrate on building partnerships with these hubs.

"The industry is growing at a rapid pace and no one has a nonopoly.
There will be roomfor everyone and we are sure that interaction would be
beneficial to all of us," Dr Mahathir said.

Singapore ONE is a national initiative to deliver a new | evel of
interactive, multimedia applications and services to honmes, businesses and
school s t hroughout Si ngapore.

Hong Kong's Cyberport, to be built in Tel egraphy Bay in Pokfulam is a
US$1.68 billion (RVb. 38 billion) project based around an advanced fibre
optic tel econmuni cations infrastructure with high-speed links to the rest
of the world.

But panel nenbers agreed that the MSC project, which has progressed
ahead of schedul e despite an econonm ¢ downturn, was still able to cal
itself the | eader of the pack.

Ben Verwaayen, chief operating officer of Lucent Technol ogies said the
MSC was a smart project because it was nore than just about
infrastructure.

"You al so have very inportant el enments such as education and venture
capital, and these have nerged to bring up a new breed of start-up
conpani es. That distinguishes it fromany other projects |'ve seen," he
sai d.

It was al so pointed out that the presence of the panel nenbers, who
represent sone of the biggest |IT-related conpanies in the world, was a
t hunpi ng endorsenent of the MSC s worth.

"No country in the world, not the United States, not Japan, Gernany or
Engl and - has a group like this," said Sun M crosystens' chief scientist
John Gage.

"You have the | eaders of sone of the npbst advanced conpani es giving
advi ce and the benefit of their business skepticism"

Some of the corporate chiefs hinted that their enthusiasmfor the
project would result in theminvesting in the MSCin the future.

"Ten years ago, Acer took advantage of the infrastructure in Penang. And



now we will take advantage of the infrastructure in the MSC " Shih said.

NEC Cor poration's board of directors senior menber Datuk Dr Tadahiro
Seki not o said NEC woul d establish a research and devel opment centre in the
corridor to take part inits activities.

Conpag Conputer Corporation's regional managi ng director Paul Blinkhorn
al so said the conmpany was "excited" by what it had wi tnessed so far, and
woul d "want to be part of the future action."”

Referring to plans to establish an entertai nnment village, which would,
anong ot her things, house a studio that could do post-production effects
for novies, the Motion Picture Association's Asia Pacific senior vice
presi dent M chael Connors said Hol | ywood woul d soon be knocki ng on
Mal aysi a' s door.

"This is the perfect time to build the entertainment vill age because
there is a transition in our industry. We are still looking for the sane
magi c in novies, but the delivery of that nagic is changing with advances
in technol ogy," said Connors.

"You will be seeing a |lot of our nenbers here." Referring to areas which
the MSC nmust focus on to ensure ultimte success, | AP nmenbers said with
the proper infrastructure nowin place, digital content and effective
mar ket i ng shoul d be enphasi sed.

"It's time nowto create content production, which will deternine the
i mge of the MSCin the long-term" said Madge Networks Ltd's chai rnan and
CEO Robert Madge.

"Marketing nust also go to the people, so that the nane "~ Cyberjaya
becones like "Silicon Valley' or "Hollywood' ," he added.

Present at the Press conference were 12 | AP nenbers and 13 observers and
representatives. The | AP nenbers were Shih, Bonfield, Cutler & Conpany
director Dr Terry Cutler, Fujitsu Limted chairman Tadashi Seki zawa,

Hewl ett Packard chairman, president and CEO Datuk Lewis Platt, LG
Chemicals & LG El ectroni cs chai rman Bon- Moo Koo, Verwaayen, Mdge,

Seki not o, N ppon Tel egraph and Tel ephone Cor poration president Jun-Ilchiro
M yazu, Peking Universty director Prof Wang Xuan and Bi shop.

The representatives and observers were Alcatel CIT chairnman and CEO
Manuel Cordillo, Conpaq Conputer Corporation regional marketing director
Paul Bl inkhorn, Electronic Data Services corporate senior vice president
Edward Yang, Intel Corporation technol ogy and manufacturing group vice
presi dent David Marsing, Lotus Corp (IBM Asia Pacific vice president
Raphael Tan, M crosoft Asia vice president Pieter Knook, Connors, Mtorola
Asia Pacific executive vice president and president C.D. Tam Nokia
Cor por ati on Sout heast Asia Pacific senior vice president Kari Ahol a,
Oracle Asia Pacific senior vice presient Derek WIlianms, Reuters Asia
managi ng directory Jereny Penn, Sienmens AGinformation and broadband sal es
presi dent Wl fgang Essi g and Gage.
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