13/10/ 1999
Col ours of Mal aysia to repl ace Fest

Chow Kum Hor
KUALA LUVPUR, Tues. - The Ml aysi a Fest, deened too Kl ang-Valley based to
attract foreign tourists, will nake way next year for the national-|evel
Col ours of Mal aysi a nont h.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said
the 12-year-old fest had given priority to the Klang Valley at the expense
of other States.

"This resulted in other States being neglected during the festival,"” he
told a Press conference on the Col ours of Ml aysia Parade to be held this
Sat ur day.

The parade will mark the | aunching of the Col ours of Mal aysia Mnth. The
Mal aysi a Fest was hel d between Sept 11 and 25 this year.

The three-hour parade will be | aunched by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Sul t an Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah in front of the Sultan Abdul Sarad
bui | di ng here.

Over 4,000 people fromall over the country have confirned participation
i n what Abdul Kadir described as the "largest cultural parade ever held in
the country".

Each State, he said, would send a contingent of at |east 100 people and
showcase their culture, including Dondang Sayang (Ml acca), Dikir Barat
(Kel antan), "~ Kuda Kepang' dance (Johor) and a Chi ngay perfornmance
(Penang) .

There woul d al so be cultural perfornmances of ethnic groups in the
country, including the Thai, Chetty and the Baba/ Nyonya comuniti es.

The parade woul d start about 8.30pmat Jalan Isfahan in front of the
Sogo shoppi ng conpl ex and proceed to Jal an Raja Laut, Jalan Leboh Pasar,
Jal an Persekutuan and end in front of the Sessions Court.

Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and several Cabi net
M ni sters are al so expected to watch the parade, which is also held in
conjunction with the installation of the 11th Yang di - Pertuan Agong.

"The parade marks the |l aunch of the Col ours of Ml aysia Month where
every State will organise activities to pronote tourism™ he said, adding
that all hotels in the country have been told to publicise the event.

He added his Mnistry has also invited foreign journalists covering the
Formula 1 Grand Prix at the Sepang International G rcuit this weekend to
attend the parade.

Abdul Kadir said beginning next year, all tourismactivities throughout
the country woul d al so be standardi sed to ensure better co-ordination of
touri smpronotion

A conm ttee conprising executive councillors in charge of tourismfrom
each State has been forned to ook into the matter.

The programmes to be standardi sed are the Shoppi ng Carnival, Water Fest,
Fruit Festival, and this event.
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