16 COCT 1999
G trawar na
COLOURS OF MALAYSI A PARADE LI GHTS UP KUALA LUMPUR

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 16 (Bernama) -- The federal capital was transfornmed
into a city of gaiety tonight as perforners put up various cultural dances
in the colours of Ml aysia parade.

The col ourful procession was | aunched by Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah in front of the fanmous Kual a Lunmpur | andmark
Bangunan Sul tan Abdul Samad.

About 4,000 participants took part in the procession reflecting the
beauty and weal th of Mal aysian culture and nmesneri sed the thousands of
spectators including invited guests and tourists from abroad.

M11lions of Ml aysians al so watched the event which [asted nore than
two hours through live tel ecast courtesy of Radi o Tel evi si on Ml aysi a.

The event was held to mark the installation of the 11th Yang di - Pertuan
Agong and was al so witnessed by Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali and nenbers of the cabinet were al so anong those who
wi t nessed the procession.

Bangunan Sul tan Abdul Samad was brightly lit with multi-coloured Iights
while a fireworks display lighted the sky above.

The procession projected the uni queness of Ml aysia, bringing the
various races and ethnic groups together in a harnonious atnosphere and
perform ng their respective cultural dances.

Thirty horses fromthe Kuala Lunmpur City Hall (DBKL) horse unit and
their riders in traditional Malay warrior's costunmes al so took part in the
processi on while Bajau horse riders showed off their skill in handling
their horses.

In conjunction with the event, the Mnistry of Culture, Arts and
Touri sm si mul taneously |aunched the "Col ours of Malaysia Mnth" while
hotels and tourist resorts throughout the country are being colourfully
decorated to reflect the characteristics of Ml aysian cul tural

The parade started with the beating of the Gendang Seratus (100-drum
of the various races and ethnic groups.

The Col ours of Ml aysi a parade ended with the thenme song "Ml aysi a
Truly Asia" conposed by Datuk Ahnmad Nawab and sung by Khatijah Ibrahim

Al participants of the parade gathered in front of the royal dais to
toget her sing the thene song.

The theme song was al so sung in 10 different foreign | anguages.
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