22 NOV 1999
Zhu- Mal aysi a
M SI A WLL CONTI NUE TO OVERCOVE DI FFI CULTI ES, SAYS ZHU

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 22 (Bernamm) -- Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji said
Mal aysia's success in overcomng its economi c crisis has shown that a
nation should persist in taking the road to devel opnent which best suits
its own condition.

"We are confident that the Mal aysian people will be able to continue to
overcone the difficulties on their road to advancenent and create stil
nmore spendour in the next century,” he said in his speech at a wel com ng
di nner hosted by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad toni ght.

This is the first official function to be held at Sri Perdana, the new
of ficial residence of the Prine M nister here.

Zhu arrived here today for a five-day official visit, heading a
107- nenber del egati on conprising Foreign Mnister Pang Jia Xuan,
Agriculture Mnister Chen Yao Bang, M nister of Special Assistance Lin Hua
Q u and Vi ce-Governor of the People's Bank of China Yan Hai Wang.

Zhu said China's reforns and its opening up in the | ast two decades had
al so proven that "building socialismw th Chinese characteristics" was the
correct path for the country's devel oprent.

The republic views the return of Macao to China on Dec 20 as anot her
important step forward for the Chinese people in their pursuit of nationa
uni fication foll owi ng Hong Kong's successful return two years ago, he said.

"One country, two systens is the set basic policy for the realisation
of China's reunification. The ultinmte reuni on between the two sides of the
Taiwan Straits represents the general trend of the times and comands t he
will of the ppeople,” he said.

Zhu said a unified, stable and prosperous China would not only serve
the fundanentl e interest of the entire Chinese, but contribute
significantly to peace, stability and devel opnment in the region and the
world at |arge

The Chinese prem er al so expressed confidence that China and Ml aysi a
woul d build even a broader and closer friendly relations and cooperation
t hrough enhanced bil ateral efforts.

Chi na and Mal aysi a established diplomatic ties 25 years ago and since
then bilateral relations and cooperation had made al |l -round progress under
t he gui dance of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, he said.

The two agreenents on the framework for the future bil ateral
cooperation signed by China and Mal aysia early this year charted the course
for the establishnent of an all-round rel ati onship of good-nei ghbourli ness,
fri endshi p and cooperati on between the two countries, he added.
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