17 FEB 1999
Sabah-Pairin
COVPULSORY FOR PBS CANDI DATES TO SI GN ANTI - HOP AGREEMENT - PAIRI N

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 17 (Bernamm) -- The PBS has made it conpul sory for
its candidates to sign an "anti-hop" agreenent to prevent a repeat of the
1994 mass defection of its assenblynmen which led to the coll apse of the
t hen PBS gover nment.

Wth the agreenment, the candidates not only pledge their allegiance to
the party but also to the voters they represented, Parti Bersatu Sabah
(PBS) president Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan said today.

"Those who win and later hop to another party are not only traitors to
PBS but also to the voters, and thus, the voters have the right to demand
themto vacate their seat to pave the way for a by-election,” he told
reporters at the party's Chinese New Year open house here today.

This is anong the nmeasures taken by PBS to put a stop to party-hopping
in this election, said the former Chief Mnister.

In the 1994 state election, PBS won 25 of the 48 el ected seats,
enabling the party to formthe state governnent. However, the PBS
governnment lasted for only 22 days when majority of its assenblynen |eft
the party to join Barisan Nasional (BN) by form ng new parties or joining
Umo or MCA

The party is nowleft with only four seats, with the ruling BN having
43 and one | ndependent .

Pairin said Sabahans woul d not keep silent this time if their voted in
candi dat e crossed over to another party.

He reiterated his confidence that PBS would be returned to power in
this state el ection which nust be held before March 18.

Pairin said he was basing his confidence on the people's
di ssatisfaction over the BN s administration particularly on the rotation
of the chief mnister's post.

He cl ai ned that Sabahans were aware that only certain individuals
benefited fromthe system but not the state and the people at |arge.

"The peopl e of Sabah waited patiently for five years to reject the
systemand they will prove it this tine," he said.

Pairin said the rotation systemwould be scrapped if PBS was given the
mandate to formthe state government in this election

Commenting on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s three-day
visit to Sabah begi nning tonorrow, he said: "Wat | really hope is for the
Prime Mnister to give an assurance that this election will be a clean one,
conducted in accordance with the law and the Federal Constitution.”

"We (PBS) do not want to see the people of Sabah and their generation
suffer because of politicking," he said.

Speaki ng at the open house, Pairin called on the people not to be
easily taken in by the prom ses made by the political parties contesting in

t he polls.

"Don't be like a fish, if you nake a mi stake by biting the bait, you'l
be fried," said Pairin, who spoke in four |anguages -- Kadazandusun
Chi nese, Bahasa Mel ayu and Engli sh.
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