02 OCT 1999
Naj i b
COM NG PARLI AVENT SI TTI NG MAY AVEND | TM ACT

PEKAN, Cct 2 (Bernama) -- The coming sitting of the Dewan Rakyat may
del i berate on proposed anmendnents to the Institut Teknologi Mara (I TM Act
1996 following I TMs upgrading to university status, Education M nister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said.

Several provisions in the act were being reviewed for Cabinet
endor senent pending tabling in Parlianment, he said.

Naji b, who is Umo vice president and Menber of Parlianent for Pekan
told reporters this after launching the el ection machinery for the Pekan
Umo divi sion here today.

According to Najib, following its elevation to university status, the
institution was al so discussing its schene of service with the Treasury and
the Public Service Departnent.

Last Aug 26, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad announced
ITMs new university status, renamng it Universiti Teknol ogi Mara.

According to Najib, the Cabinet |ast nonth al so approved the
establ i shnent of a Universiti Teknol ogi Ml aysia (UM branch canpus for
Pahang here.

The state governnent has agreed to alienate the |and required for the
canpus and a suitable site was being scouted, taking into account proximty
to autonobil e assenbly plants in the Peramu area here so that engi neering
students could easily do their practical training |later

In his speech earlier, Naib rem nded Umo nenbers not to be lulled into
conpl acency by being overconfident that the governing Barisan Nasional (BN
woul d return to power with overwhel mng mgjority in the com ng genera
el ection.

"Thi s advice applies everywhere. W should not be over confident of
wi nning so much so we make sl oppy preparations for the polls,” he said.

Naji b said he gave this renm nder as he feared that Umo nenbers woul d
feel there was no need for themto work hard thinking that a BN victory
woul d be a foregone concl usi on.

According to his assessnment based on his nation-wide tour, Najib said
he did not see how the opposition could win in the com ng general election

"Thi s expl ai ns why the opposition keeps saying they only nmean to deny
the BN of two-thirds majority in parlianment,” Najib added.
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