28/ 01/ 1999
Conmi ssi on set up to probe Anwar injuries

Kamar ul Yunus
AN i ndependent conmi ssion of inquiry, chaired by forner Chief Justice of
Mal aya Tan Sri Anuar Zai nal Abidin, has been set up to investigate into
the cause of the injuries inflicted on forner Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahimwhile in police custody.
Announci ng this yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
said the four-nmenber conm ssion woul d take over investigations fromthe
police with immedi ate effect.
"Wth the formati on of the conm ssion, the police will stop al
i nvestigations into the assault,” Dr Mahathir told newsnen after the
weekl y Cabi net neeting in Kuala Lunpur yest erday.
The other menbers in the conm sion are forner Appeals Court judge Datuk
Mahadev Shanker, Pantai Medical Centre's consultant orthopaedi c surgeon
Dat uk Yeoh Poh Hong and forner Attorney-General Tan Sri Abu Talib O hnman
Dr Mahathir said Abu Talib would | ead the investigation teaminto the
al l egations that police had assaulted Anwar while in their custody.
However, the Prine Mnister said there was no ti nefrane set for the
comm ssion to conplete its investigations.
"There is no tinefrane given but we hoped the investigati ons would be
conpl eted as soon as possible,” he said. It is learnt that the comi ssion
woul d subnmit its findings directly to the Attorney-General Tan Sri Mhtar
Abdul | ah.
The setting up of the conmmission followed the revel ation by Mhtar on
January 5 that the police were fully responsible for the injuries
inflicted on Anwar.
Fol | owi ng t he announcenent, various quarters, including politica
parties and non-governnental organisations urged the Government to set up
an i ndependent inquiry to ensure that a thorough and fair investigation
was carried out to punish those responsible for the crinme.
Later, Deputy Prime Mnister and Home M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad
Badawi said the comm ssion will be an i ndependent body, free to inplenent
what ever is necessary in its investigation on the matter.
The Governnent is leaving it to the conmi ssion to work out the best
manner of conducting the investigations on the cause of injuries inflicted
on Anwar while in police custody, he added.
"We (the Governnment) will not assune any role in the investigations. W
want the conm ssion to be i ndependent w thout any external pressure in
carrying out its duties,” he told reporters after attending a Hari Raya
cel ebration at Desa Pandan, Kuala Lunpur, |ast night.
Abdul | ah said there is no tinme [imt inposed on the comission in
inmplementing its task as the Government has no desire of dictating its
working time frane.
He noted that it will be up to the commission to hire any non-
governmental organisation to assist inits investigation, as well as
maki ng its findings public.
"W only want the commission to carry out its tasks, and functions
according to its terns of reference which has been decided earlier,"
Abdul | ah sai d.
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