15/ 06/ 1999

Conmi tt ee expresses concern over political situation

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Socialist International Asia-Pacific Conmittee
today expressed its concern about the political situation in Ml aysia,
saying that the inplenentation of the separation of |egislative, executive
and judiciary powers was "flawed."

In a four-page statenent on the commttee' s priorities and perspectives
for the region after a two-day neeting here that ended on Saturday, the
commttee also said that it:

* depl ored the continued incarceration of Lim Guan Eng, and called on
the King to pardon him

* condemmed draconi an | aws such as the Internal Security Act;

* believed the amendnent of charges agai nst ousted Deputy Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas inconsistent with the practice of justice;

* noted the groundswel |l of disaffection and di scontent anong the
Mal aysi an yout h; and,

* was alarnmed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s recent
warni ng that the com ng general election would be the "dirtiest" in
Mal aysi a's history.

Among t he reconmendations it made to the Governnent, the comittee said
i nternational observers should be allowed to nonitor the upcom ng genera
el ection to ensure that they are conducted fairly.

On I ndonesia, the committee wel comed t he ongoi ng denocrati sati on process
but said nore needed to be done to ensure that the East Tinorese were
allowed the right to self-determ nation

It also noted that a number of people in Bhutan, particularly those of
Nepal ese origin, had been forced fromtheir homes and said authorities
shoul d all ow those affected to return.

On Burma, the conmmittee called on the ruling nmilitary junta to hand over
power to the denocratically-elected Nati onal League for Denocracy, |ed by
Aung San Suu Kyi .

It also called on all Asean countries to pressure the junta to begin a
di al ogue with the NLD, and to cease its war agai nst the non-Burnese ethnic
peopl es, especially in the Karen, Karenni, Shan and Chin states.
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