22/ 03/ 1999

Committee forned to counter |lies and sl ander

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun - Umo has fornmed a conmittee to counter |ies and
sl ander agai nst the Governnment and Umo | eaders, a nenber of the conmttee
Dat uk Sul ai ran Mohanmad sai d t oday.

He said the conmttee was headed by Datuk IbrahimAi and had "five to
si x" party supreme council nenbers.

"The conmmittee was forned | ast week and I amone of the nenbers,"
Sul ai man said after attending a reception organi sed by the Ml aysi an Cat
Club at a hotel

Sul ai man, who is Deputy Information Mnister, said that on the suprene
council's directive, Umo divisions had been told to identify those
propagating lies and slander for action to be taken agai nst them

"Now t here are sl anderous el erents and those who encourage killing the
Prime Mnister," he said, adding that Ml aysia was not a violent society
and such actions were not part of Mal aysian cul ture.

At a Press conference on March 18 after the party's nonthly suprene
council neeting, Umo president and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said |ies and sl ander agai nst the Governnment and Ummo | eaders had
intensified in recent nonths and added that the party was | ooking at ways
to address the probl em

He said the lies and sl ander had al so taken an added di nension with the
wi de circul ation of audi o tapes contai ning speeches by unnanmed speakers
who instigate Muslins in the country to resort to violence, including
assassinating the Prine Mnister.
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