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Conputers for all schools |ikely by 2005

Chok Suat Ling

SABAK BERNAM Tues. - The CGovernnent has equi pped 575 primary and
secondary schools nationwi de with conputers, and is working on providing
all schools with computers by 2005.

Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said if this was achieved,
the 4.9 mllion students in the country would be able to use conputers to
enhance their [earning capabilities.

He added that this year alone, a RML7.5 nillion allocation had nade it
possi bl e to equip 110 secondary and 222 primary schools in the country
with computers.

Under the ministry's Conmputer in Education programe, each school is
given 10 conputers. Priority is given to rural schools.

Naji b said since the progranme's | aunch in 1992, 257 primary and 318
secondary schools in the country had benefited

The nunber of schools which have received conputers in each State are 62
in Perak, 61 in Selangor, 42 in Pahang, 35 in Kelantan, 56 in Johor, 44 in
Kedah, 22 in Malacca, 34 in Negri Senbilan, 24 in Penang, 10 in Perlis, 28
in Terengganu, 29 in the Federal Territory, 59 in Sabah and 69 in Sarawak.

Si xty per cent of the schools which received conputers are in rura
ar eas.

Naji b said: "The objective of the programre, which conplenents the Snart
School project, is to ensure all students, especially those in rura
school s, and teachers are conputer-literate.

"Fromtheir progress thus far, we can safely say that the programme has
succeeded in achieving its objective,”" Najib told reporters after
presenting the first batch of conputers this year to Sekol ah Menengah
Kebangsaan Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra here.

There are currently 8,731 schools in the country - 7,152 primary, 1,417
secondary, 39 fully-residential, 74 technical and vocational, and 49
religi ous secondary school s.

Naji b said since the launch of the Conmputer in Education programe,
progress had been "slightly slow', especially during the country's
econom ¢ downt urn

"During the height of the downturn, allocation for the progranme was
wi t hdrawn. But now that we have recovered, the pace will pick up.”

Naj i b said courseware prepared for Smart Schools by the mnistry was not
ready yet.

"But once it is ready, it will be distributed in phases to schools
within a period of three years.

"School s are currently using courseware prepared by the Technol ogy
Educati on Di vi sion and ot hers bought in the open market."

Later, during the Press conference Najib, who is al so Umo vice-
presi dent, when asked to coment on advice by foreign parties for Ml aysia
tolift its selective capital controls, said the country shoul d not be
conpel led to do so.

"What is inportant is that we have succeeded and the internationa
community shoul d accept that."

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had tol d US busi nessnmen
and community | eaders in New York yesterday that Ml aysia was not about to
lift the selective capital controls despite being advised to do so.
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