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ELECTIONS are rather |like a process of renewal, as natural as the seasons
or rains. Unlike in nature, human-run el ections are prone to be
mani pul ated. There is the rub. But we Ml aysi ans have to take oursel ves as
we are. W cannot ask for nore than we deserve. If we want nore, we should
do nore. That is the inexorable | aw of nature.

Qur 10th general election, due on Nov 29, is anxiously awaited by us and
by friends and foes. This is because of the |last mnute expulsion fromthe
Governnent and party of erstwhile Mahathir's successor, Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m

Supporters of Anwar, internally and externally, claimthat Anwar is the
unjust victimof a high-level conspiracy to prevent himfromreaching the
pi nnacl e of power in Ml aysia. They have nobilised forces, within and
without, toreinstate him In this light, this election is seen as a
personal battle of influence between Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad and
Anwar .

This perception of the current political situation in Mlaysia, naive
and sinplistic as it is, has of course been carefully built and nurtured
over the last few years by the foreign mai nstreamnedia, which is a too
of the world financial oligarchy, bent on killing nationalist Dr Mahathir
and his growing i nfuence in the Third Wrld.

Politics is not about personalities. It is about policies and the
policies pursued by Dr Mahathir and the Ml aysi an Governnent he |eads is
not to the liking of this powerful group of people.

Yet, only a while ago, this man, Anwar, whomthey are supporting, was
part of the sanme system and of the sanme policies. Wy does Anwar, fallen,
oppose what he, in power, acquiesced to? There nust be sonething then
regardi ng the personalities.

Di sm ss the rubbi sh about Dr Mahathir being too old and being there too
long. If that argunent was valid, then Prophet Muhammad shoul d have been
prophet and shoul d have led the city-state of Mdinah for two ternms only!

Di sm ss al so the rubbi sh about nega projects. It only reflects the brown
man's inferiority conplex - still colonised in the m nd!

Di smi ss al so the I ndonesi an-i nspired and West -derived anti-establishnent
sl ogans of the three againsts: of corruption, crony capitalismand
nepoti sm Qur Qpposition has lived up to its msguided calling of nerely
opposi ng!

The young are naturally idealistic - a very good thing to be, provided
that they grow and learn to be realistic and w se.

Col onialismand inperialismthrive on realpoliti k. W have reached a
time when we should conpletely do away with t hem

Yet it was some of our idealistic youths who called upon Irag-bonbarding
Clinton to conme to our hel p! They obviously do not know what they are
sayi ng. Wose fault is that? We, their parents, for not teaching them what
is what? The Western inperialists for colonising their mnds?

W have to see the picture in a global perspective, now that we are
living in a borderless, globalised world.

The world is on the threshold of a cataclysm c change. O that we should
har bour no doubt. Consider the |list of extraordinary events of the last 10
years al one.

The col | apse of the comuni st superpower, the Soviet Union; an
unprecedent ed 30-nati on UN-sancti oned aggressi on agai nst a Muslimcountry,



Irag, with several Muslimcountries participating in that aggression,
foll owed by nore than nine years of the nost nurderous sanctions and with
no Muslimcountry daring to violate.

Then foll owed the G eater-Serbian aggressi on and et hni c-cl eansi ng
agai nst Bosni a- Hert zergovi na; genoci de i n Rnwanda; currency attacks on
Sout heast Asian countries, resulting in pauperisation of |Indonesia and the
fall of the mlitary-controlled Suharto regime in that country; the fal
of the International Mnetary Fund darling Anwar |brahimin our country
and the consequent attacks of neo-col onialist powers and their interna
allies, Pas, on Dr Mahathir.

There was al so the US bail out of Long Term Credit Managenent anounti ng
to trillions of dollars (a crony capitalistic act as any that one can
i magi ne); the Sino-US crisis over Taiwan; North Atlantic Treaty
Organi sation's bonbi ng of Yugoslavia on the pretext of that country's
violations of human rights; the wars in the Caucasus, and repeated
earthquakes in Turkey and Tai wan.

These are indeed extraordi nary events. A prelude to great changes in the
wor | d.

"The Day when the earth will be changed into another earth, and the
heavens too, and they will be brought before God, the One, the Suprene."
(Quran, |brahim14:48).

So, conme Monday, Nov 29, nore than nine nmillion Ml aysians will have a
chance to choose a new governnent for the next five years.

Qur choice is between the Umo-Iled 14-party coalition of Barisan
Nasi onal, a coalition long-tested, with nore-or-|ess a coherent
nationalist policy and a far-sighted vision, to take us into the 21st
century.

Ofering us a different choice is the newy-formed di sparate coalition
of four opposition parties, the so-called Barisan Alternatif (Alternative
Front), consisting of Pas, Parti Keadilan Nasional, DAP and PRM
i deol ogi cal |y bound together only by a common hatred of Dr Mahathir and
t he Bari san Nasional (National Front).

They lack a coherent policy. In fact, their policies are at |oggerheads:
Pas aim ng to make Mal aysia an ugly, drab so-called "Islamc" state, DAP
want i ng everybody to be equal in a utopian "Ml aysi an Ml aysi a*, Keadil an
to sonmehow reinstate their fallen neo-colonialist hero and darling, with
soci alistic PRMsqueezed in between, seeking a space to breath in

There is not rmuch of an alternative!

I really wish there was a better alternative to the Umo-Ied BN. Apart
fromDr Mahathir and a few other | eaders, nbst Umo | eaders, top down, are
getting sonewhat rusted and stale.

This situation nmust have provided fire to the reform st zeal of Anwar's
foll owers, although Anwar hinmself did nothing to better the situation
whil e he was able to.

That we need a strong nationalist governnent and | eader to lead us into
the 21st century world, still bedevilled and controlled by an obsti nate,

t hough fast-sinking, neo-colonialism and to give us peace and progress,
goes w t hout saying. That nmeans we have to return Dr Mahathir and his BN
with a thunping victory.

That is where we Ml aysi ans, as individuals and collectively, cone in.
Governnent is not just the affairs of a few people, although they
represent us. Each one of us is responsible, every mnute of our lives, to
see that good is done and evil prevented.

This is a divine command to every believer and the violation of this
command will bring us dire straits. There are nany believers anong us. W
have to see that our society in the future is not only strong physically,
but also nentally and norally.



The 21st century promises to be a tine when only the norally and
intellectually fit nations and peoples will survive.

Dr Mahathir and his BN have given us that begi nning. W have to proceed
on the journey, perfecting ourselves and our systemas we go al ong. For
our own posterity, we must succeed.

( END)
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