22/ 05/ 1999

Condo residents formtask force to speed up matters

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Residents of the |andslide-hit Atheneum on the Peak
apartments in Bukit Antarabangsa have forned a task force to co-operate
with the authorities.

They are seeking a speedy solution to their dilemm after they were
asked to evacuate their honmes | ast Saturday, follow ng | andslides which
bl ocked the access road to Bukit Antarabangsa and al so threatened the
safety of the condom ni um bl ock.

About 100 families were affected.

Task force chairman | zzudin Che Din said the committee, forned
yesterday, would hold daily neetings with Armpang Jaya Muini ci pal Counci
officials at the |l andslide operations roomnear the entrance to Bukit
Ant ar abangsa.

"The task force will nmonitor the progress of inmprovement works by the
authorities and work with themin ensuring that the situation we are in
ri ght now can be speedily resolved,"” he told the New Straits Ti nes today.

| zzudin said apart fromthe daily nmeeting, the residents would have a

speci al nmeeting with Sel angor State Exco nenber Datuk Fuad Hassan and MPAJ]

officials on Sunday to discuss further action.

He said the residents, who are nostly now putting up at the De Pal na and
Fl ami ngo hotels in Anpang, woul d al so decide after the neeting whether and

when to return hone.

He said that several tenants had al ready decided to | eave the apartnents

permanent |y and seek accommodati on el sewhere.

"The police have opened the access road (which is still closed to norma
traffic) to one-tonne lorries to renove the tenants' bel ongi ngs."

| zzudin said sonme of the residents were di sappointed that they were
unabl e to neet Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad when the Prine M nister
visited the area on Wdnesday.

He said the residents were also inforned by the authorities that the
condom ni um structure was safe.

"However, tests are still being conducted on the soil and the results
woul d only be told to us next week."

Meanwhi | e, the Hi ghl and Towers Residents and Omers Comm ttee has call ed

for a watchdog conmittee to oversee all residential devel opnent on hil
sl opes.
( END)
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