12 FEB 1999
Court-Anwar (Letter)
CONFI DENTI AL LETTER USED TO DEFEND MYSELF, SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 12 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimtold the
H gh Court here today that his letter, addressed to the prinme mnister
classified as private and confidential, has been circul ated anong the
public to defend hinself and to uphold justice according to the |aw.

"Furthernore, part of the letter has been quoted by the prinme mnister
in his discussion with nentris besar and the Umo suprenme council, "he said.

He was testifying under cross-exam nation by Attorney-Ceneral Tan Sri
Moht ar Abdul | ah on four charges of corrupt practice by using his position
tointerfere in police investigations into allegations of sexual m sconduct
agai nst him

Anwar, 51, is charged under Section 2(1) of the Emergency (Essential
Powers) Ordi nance No 22 of 1970 which carries a maxinumjail termof 14
years or a fine of RWR0, 000 or both on conviction

Anwar was at the witness box for the fifth consecutive day today, the
55th day of the trial, before Justice Datuk S. Augustine Paul

Moht ar, who is |eading the prosecution team had questi oned Anwar after
Seni or Deputy Public Prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Patail conpleted
cross-exam ning him but deferred his cross-exam nation in respect of
Anwar's conversations with others including Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

Earlier, the judge asked the need for Mhtar to question Anwar over
official and unofficial secrets as he felt it was not rel evant but the
attorney-general explained that it was to show Anwar's credibility.

Anwar said that his letters to Dr Mahathir dated Aug 25, 1998 and Aug
28, 1998 were classified as private and confidential which he understood to
mean that they were only for the consideration of the addressee.

"Agreed (not for the eyes of others other than the prinme mnister)
except in extenuating circunstances |ike to defend nyself from defanmation
in accordance with the | egal process,"” he said.

VWhen Mohtar put it to Anwar that although the letter had been
classified as private and confidential he had circulated it anong the
public for his own personal interest, one of Anwar's nine defence counsel
Sul ai man Abdul | ah, questioned its rel evancy to the charge.

Sul ai man said that the prosecution did not object to the admissibility
of the two docunents earlier but had now classified themas private and
confidential and this was anbi guous.

Mohtar said that it was relevant according to Section 148 of the
Evi dence Act, to prove the character of the accused.

The judge then all owed the question and Anwar replied that he had used
the letters to defend hinself and the prinme mnister had used themin his
di scussions with others.

VWhen Mohtar referred to a question previously posed by Abdul Gani
relating to the oath of allegiance and secrecy, Sul ai man objected on the
grounds that the question had al ready been asked and wanted the court to
act the same way it did to the defence regardi ng duplicating questions.

VWhen the court allowed the question, Mhtar asked about the oath of
al | egi ance and secrecy in accordance with the constitution but this was
guestioned by the court over its relevancy to the case. The
attorney-general again said that it was to show credibility.

Anwar said that he understood the oath of allegiance and secrecy he had
t aken when he becane deputy minister, mnister and deputy prine mnister



which was to protect the secrets of the governnment and national interest,
and this differed fromactions of mal practice, corruption and abuse of
power .

"The Oficial Secrets Act and the oath of allegiance and secrecy shoul d
not be used for purposes of cheating or to deprive the people of their
rights,” he said and Mohtar said he had allowed it as it was the accused's
own interpretation

VWhen Mohtar referred to the letter of oath of allegiance and secrecy
dated May 8, 1995, Anwar asked to be supplied a copy for his own
saf ekeepi ng.

He agreed with Mohtar and said that the oath was taken in the name of
Al'lah for Muslimmnisters.

Sul ai man rem nded Mohtar not to raise the issue of religion as the
court had ruled that the issue should not be raised in the trial

"It's true, Muslimmnisters are required to do so and this lead us to
di scharge our duties well and never to abuse our power to enrich our
famlies or to be cruel," he said.

Moht ar objected to this and asked the judge to expunge it but the court
did not make any decision on the matter

During re-exam nation by another defence counsel, @Gurbachan Singh
Anwar said he had dedicated hinself to respect and honour the oath he had
taken to the best of his ability.

The two letters to the prime mnister were personal letters and it did
not bear the official letterhead, said Anwar who adnmitted it showed that he
did not m suse the governnent |etterhead.

He said the purpose in introducing these letters as evidence was to
prove that he was aware of the charges preferred against himlong before
t he actual charges.

Anwar agreed that the prinme mnister did not honour the confidentiality
of the letters as he discussed themw th others.

Before the court adjourned to Thursday because of the Chi nese New Year
hol i day which falls on Tuesday and Wdnesday, Justice Augustine Pau
rem nded Muslins to attend the Friday prayers.

Anwar, who was sitting between the bar and the bench, said it made no
difference to himas he was not allowed to performthe Friday prayers
unl ess the court orders sone arrangenent.

The judge however said he could not do anything and Mohtar expl ai ned
that he was under the jurisdiction of the Prisons Departnent. Qurbachan
Singh said that the defence would try to liaise with the authority.

Hearing conti nues on Thursday at 9am
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