24/ 02/ 1999
Congress to assess the devel opment of Ml ays

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad will open a two-day
congress on the devel opnent of the Malays in the face of globalisation on
March 11.

The Prime Mnister is also expected to attend a di al ogue with
partici pants on the second day before closing the event.

Four wor ki ng papers on econony, religion, education and culture will be
presented at the congress.

Its thenme is "Upholding the Dignity of the Malay Race in the Face of
d obal i sation."

Anong peopl e presenting papers will be Finance M nister and Speci al
Functions M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n and Tan Sri Prof Ismail Hussein

The event, to be attended by sone 1,200 participants, is being organi sed
by the Mal ay Chanber of Commerce Mal aysi a.

Its president Tan Sri Tajudin Ramli said anong the objectives of the
congress woul d be a review of the position and devel opnent of Ml ays in
the face of globalisation and |iberalisation.

The congress will also search for ways and nmeasures to neet the
chal | enges.

"The congress will discuss the successes and failures of the Ml ays.

"Remedies will be fornmulated to overcone the shortcomings," he said at a
Press conference at the chanber's headquarters.

Taj udin said the event would be open to Malays fromall |evels of
soci ety, professions, political parties and non- Gover nnent al
or gani sati ons.

He added resol uti ons passed at the congress would be forwarded to the
Gover nment .

Fol | ow-up teanms woul d be formed to nonitor and ensure that the proposals
wer e i npl enent ed.

Those interested to attend can contact the secretariat at 03-4418522.
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