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Mahat hi r- El ecti on
CONSERVATI VE VOTERS PREFER NO SUDDEN CHANGES, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 9 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today Mal aysian voters are generally conservative and do not
i ke sudden changes that may disrupt their lives.

G ven this scenario, he said he was fairly confident the ruling Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) coalition would retain power in the next general election.

" I'"mfairly confident although |I cannot be absolutely certain. So nost
of themare likely to vote for the ruling party,” he said in an excl usive
interview with CNBC, the Singapore-based regional television channel, which
was tel ecast tonight.

Dr Mahathir was asked by CNBC "Asia Tonight" anchorman Martin Soong if
the BN was confident of retaining its two-thirds majority in Parlianment at
the polls widely expected to be held later this year.

Dr Mahathir was asked about sone states |ike Terengganu, Kedah and
Perlis becom ng vulnerable to Islanmic party, PAS, which now controls
Kel antan, at the next election, and whether he had plans to change the
Menteris Besar (chief ministers) of these states.

" O course we cannot be absolulety certain as to who should be the
candidates (in the election). But at the nonent we have no intention to
change the chief mnisters unless of course sonething unusual happens," he
sai d.

The prime mnister however admtted that the BN was facing problens in
sonme states.

" But we do face problemin these states and | think we can handl e
these problens,” said Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairman.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke of PAS playing up Islamas an election issue to
woo the Muslimvotes.

" There is an even chance of them (PAS) being able to influence the
peopl e on the basis of religion. But the people are better educated now and
we have have al so been able to explain that these people are just making
use of the religion,” the prime mnister said.

Dr Mahathir said PAS |leaders in their desire to defend sonme of their
peopl e had even said things which were unlslamc and he believed the party
was not as strong as it clainmed anong the people.

The prime mnister was al so asked to coment on recent controversial
remarks purportedly made by then Information M nister Datuk Mhamed Rahmat
that opposition Parti Keadilan Nasional president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Wan Ismail could not | ead Mal aysia because she is of Chinese descent.

" 1 don't know what he (Mhaned) actually said. It may be
msinterpreted. But | think he is the |ast person who woul d make that kind
of remark really because in Ml aysia we have peopl e of Chinese origin who
wer e adopted and brought by Ml ays as Malays. That is not a big issue.
Peopl e have now adjusted well to race relations in the country,” Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Mohamed was dropped in a mnor Cabinet reshuffle |ast nonth.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about youths and how t he government was
trying to keep their support.

VWi | e acknowl edgi ng that they have been neglected all these while, Dr
Mahat hir said that the government was trying to get closer to them now.

"Making contacts with youths. W neglected them that | nust admit. W
don't go to the universities and disturb themwhile they are studyi ng. But
the opposition spent their tine in the universities, even sleeps in the



universities in order to get the youths on their side.

"And the youths feel that we neglect them Actually we are concerned
about their studies. W don't want to disturb themBut now it is nessecery
for us to communicate with them Wen they |earn about the facts,| think
they will change their views about us,"” Dr Mahathir said.
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