06/ 01/ 1999

Contestants told to desist fromlies and personal attacks

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Those aspiring to contest in the MCA elections in
July have been advised to refrain frompersonal attacks or telling lies
about their opponents.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, in giving the advice said
"W nust refrain fromcreating a fractious party. It does not matter who
Wi ns or loses as party unity nust reign after the contests.”

Dr Ling, who is also the Transport Mnister said he woul d seek re-
el ection for the president's post.

"Others are also free to offer thenselves and let the party del egates
deci de. "

"The last tine | was lucky ... | offered nyself and everyone agreed that
the nominations close for the post," he told reporters after chairing the
party's first presidential council neeting at the party headquarters.

Asked whether the elections would be tense this tine, he said there
woul d be sone conpetition but the party enphasised that it nmust be a
conpetition within the famly and avoid a split.

He al so said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad had agreed to
open the party's annual general neeting on July 17.

Nom nations for office bearers is on July 12.

Dr Ling also said the thrust of MCA's agenda this year is to strengthen
the Bari san Nasional through a series of political and socio-econonc
programres. To achi eve these objectives the party will be working closely
with all the Chinese guilds and associations and co-operate with all BN
conmponent parties and non-governnental organisations.

Equal ly inmportant in the agenda, he added, would be the party's on-going
educational projects such as the Langkawi Project and sponsoring Smart
school s by the Huaren Educati on Foundati on.

"The party will continue to provide assistance to further expand Tunku
Abdul Rahman Col | eges, Chi nese i ndependent schools and col |l eges,” he said,
adding that the party woul d ensure that funds woul d be nade avail abl e for
t hese projects.

Dr Ling described education as a vital conponent in manpower investnment
and what the party had done over the years also inspired others to adopt
sim | ar progranmes.

He al so said the party woul d advocate cross-cul tural understandi ng of
t he various races.

There is a need, he said, to pronote broader understandi ng of each
ot hers' cultures and custons which could | ead everybody to have a better
out | ook as Mal aysi ans.

(END)
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