10/ 04/ 1999

Continue rotation systemfor CMs post, says PDS

PENAMPANG, Fri. - Kadazandusun-based Parti Denokrati k Sabah wants the
rotation systemfor the Chief Mnister's post to be continued.

Its president and forner Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said it
must be renenbered that the systemwas given prom nence in the BN el ection
mani f est o.

"I stand by the manifesto of the Barisan Nasional,"” Donpok told a news
conference after announcing his decision not to quit politics at his
resi dence | ast night.

He had declared prior to the March 12-13 State el ection that he woul d
quit politics if he failed to defend the Myog seat.

Donmpok, who was in the 10th nonth of a two-year termas Chief Mnister
| ost to Datuk Cl arence Bongkos Mal akun of Parti Bersatu Sabah by 4, 388
vot es.

Prime M nister and BN chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had
recently said that it was up to the people of Sabah to deci de whet her or
not the rotation systemshould conti nue.

Fol l owi ng the statenment, several State BN | eaders had said they were in
favour of scrapping the system

Under the system the Chief Mnister's post is rotated every two years
anong the Muslim Buni putera, Chinese and non-Misli m Buni putera
comuni ti es.

When the BN took over the State Governnent in April 1994, the first to
be appoi nted Chief Mnister was Tun Sakaran Dandai who was succeeded by
Dat uk Salleh Tun Said when the former was nmade Yang di Pertua Negeri in
Decenber 1994.

After Salleh completed the Misli m Bumi putera two-year term Datuk Yong
Teck Lee, who is Sabah Progressive Party president, was appoi nted Chi ef
M ni ster as the Chinese quota.

Donpok took over from Yong in May | ast year.

Sabah Umo chi ef Datuk Osu Sukam was appoi nted Chief Mnister after the
State el ection |ast nonth al though a non-Mislim Bum putera was supposed to
conmpl ete the remai ning 14 nonths of Donpok's two-year term

The rationale was that the three non-MislimBum puteras - Datuk Wences
Anggang (Kual a Penyu), Datuk Rubin Balang (Tenom and Datuk Siringan Gubat
(Ranau) - who won in the election | acked the experience to assune the
post .

The BN | eadershi p had gi ven an undertaki ng that a non-Misli m Bum putera
woul d conpl ete Donpok's 14-nonth tenure after Osu conpleted his two-year
term

On the proposed nerger of the three Kadazandusun-based BN conponent
parties - the PDS, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah and Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat
- Dompok said such an issue should not be discussed in the newspapers.

"l have said sone years ago that such a matter should first be discussed
anong our sel ves behi nd cl osed doors."

Leaders of PBRS and Akar had said their parties were prepared to di scuss
a nerger.
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