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Conti nued backi ng for Barisan Nasional policies (HL)

Jocel i ne Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Barisan Nasional's decisive election victory
reflects the rakyat's continued backing for its policies but its setback
in pockets of the Malay heartland is cause for sone concern.

Its electoral reverses, especially, to Pas is seen by sone as an
i ndi cati on of the Malay di senchantnent with some aspects of the BN, or
nmore specifically, with Umo.

The BN was returned to power with a confortable two-thirds majority,
wi nning 148 of the 193 parlianmentary seats but failed to regain Kel antan
and | ost Terengganu to Pas.

The BN al so retai ned enphatic two-thirds majorities in nine State
Legi sl ati ve Assenblies whereas Pas, the | eadi ng partner of the opposition
front, collected all but two of the State constituencies in Kel antan.

I n Terengganu, Pas won 28 of the 32 State seats, leaving the BN with
only four.

The Iion share of the 42 parlianmentary seats collected by the front al so
went to Pas which won 27 seats.

The front's other three partners, DAP, Parti Keadil an Nasi onal and PRM
fared | ess well although they bagged a total 41 per cent of the popul ar
vote conpared to the BN s 56 per cent.

DAP picked up 10 parlianentary seats and Keadil an five. PRMreturned
hone enpt y- handed.

"It is a great victory for BN. It shows general support for the BN s
policies," said think-tank head Razak Bagi nda.

"But like it or not, it's also a great defeat for Umo," he added.

Umo, he said, would have to react fast because it was clear that the
non- Mal ay vote had carried the day for the BN

Razak has suggested that Umo conmi ssions an i ndependent study to do a
frank and critical "reality check™ on its performance, nake
reconmendati ons and tabl e themat the next Umo General Assenbly.

Umo veteran and fornmer Deputy Prine Mnister Tan Sri Miusa Hitam said
the nature of the BN victory should spur Umo on to an i ndepth post-nortem
of the "why, where and how we went wong."

"W nust ask ourselves why | ess Mal ays are supporting Umo than before,"
he sai d.

Last night at the BN victory Press conference at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad had nentioned that a
t hor ough exam nati on woul d be conduct ed.

DAP and PRM woul d al so have to do sone soul -searching of their own.

New y- el ect ed Kota Mel aka MP Kerk Ki m Hock described the DAP performance
as "anot her di sastrous defeat."

DAP saw stunning | osses of top | eaders including secretary-general Lim
Kit Siang, chairman Dr Chen Man H n and deputy chairman Karpal Singh
although it perforned marginally better in terms of seats, wi nning 10
parlianentary and 11 State seats.

Keadi | an whi ch had started out with high hopes but, apart from president
Datin Seri Dr WAan Azi zah Wan Isnmail's clearcut win in Permatang Pauh, its
ot her key figures lost. They included deputy president Dr Chandra
Muzaf far, Youth chief Mohd Ezam Mohd Noor, vice-president Tian Chua and
conmi ttee menber Zai nur Zakari a.

The opposition front's spotchy successes al so rai ses questi ons about
where they go fromhere as an opposition coalition



Keadi l an' s di smal show had | ed sonme to junp to the conclusion that they
are nerely a party bouyed by synpathy and riding on the coat-tails of Pas.
"But there were a lot of close calls considering they are greenhorns. |
think they represent the m ddle class Ml ays who are unhappy with what's

goi ng on," said Misa.

Sone think the Malay vote swing is nore a case of protest votes than
pro-Pas votes, especially the swing in the Klang Vall ey.

The swing is of some concern to the non-Mal ays who worry that Umo will
now try to becone nore Islamic in all the wong ways just to win support
away from Pas.

Umo, says a Chinese cultural figure, will now have to tread a fine line
inre-establishing its Malay credentials wi thout alienating the non-Ml ay
support.

The fact that this election took place without any untoward inci dent
despite the intensity of canpaigning is a credit to the maturity of
Mal aysi an vot ers.

At the sane tine, this is an el ection where voters obvi ously thought
| ong and hard about issues and what they wanted of their |eaders and nade
their choice through the ballot.
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