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Convi nci ng the young Malay his future is intertwi ned with Umo

Rashi d Yusof; Abdul Razak Ahnad
BRI GHT young nen will troop into the Putra Wrld Trade Centre first thing
t omorrow norni ng weari ng sharp baju nel ayu

Carrying identical bags provided to del egates and am d a sea of black
songkok, there will be a sense of unanimity at the proceedi ngs of Umo
Yout h (Penuda) assenbly.

Traditionally, in fact, it is such awesone unity and cohesi veness of
Umo Youth that has made it potent - qualities which are nowin big demand
as the party faces a general election which opposition parties claimis a
nmout h-wat eri ng prospect for them

In this, Penuda's task vis-a-vis the general election is straightforward
enough - convince the simlarly bright young, driven and sonmewhat
liberated souls that their future is intertwined with Umo's durability.

The work of the Penuda | eaders is cut out because the opposition, nanely
Pas and the new y-launched Parti Keadil an Nasional, claimto have | oyal
foll owi ng anbng t he young.

A recent itemon the front page of the Asian Wall Street Journal seeks
to confirmthis fervent belief of the opposition.

The newspaper quoted several young Mal ay professionals who said they
woul d vote for any other party, but Umo.

The equal Iy young acting head of Umo Youth, Datuk H shamuddi n Tun
Hussein, 38, for one, is not dodging the issue.

Penmuda, Hi shammuddi n admtted, would have to go down and neet this group
to listen to their probl ens.

He succinctly puts it: "Tell us what your grievances are and let's build
on that."

In this, a key battleground to win over the young souls is in the
bur geoni ng canpuses - an area which an apolitical youth | eader said Penuda
hardly treaded in the recent past.

On the contrary, Pas enjoys a rich harvest in the Islanic faculties,
especially. "It is their homeground. And Pas kept working on this
constituency," said this Youth | eader.

An exanpl e of such continued effort are the endl ess Islamic | eadership
courses for university students organi sed by Pas.

Al so, sone of the younger |ecturers have been known to be open about
their party affiliation and they are | ooked upon as rol e nodel s.

Keadi | an, said this Youth | eader, banks on Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims
support in the canpus, along with the influence of some of the young
| eaders in the party headed by Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan
I smail .

Where does Umo Youth stand ?

Its rather sad neglect of the canpuses was alluded to by a columist in
a Mal ay daily | ast Sunday.

The indi ctment against the Umo Youth is this - a tendency to negl ect
struggl es in favour of politics and busi ness.

Yet, is it too late for Umo Youth to engage this inportant
constituency? WIlIl the present consolidation process in Umo Youth pose an
obstacle? O has the battle just started?

Which is why Umo will focus on sonething very sinple. That is to
enphasi se that all the econom ¢ advancenent did not conme naturally and the
party endured rmuch hardships in the initial struggles in building the
nati on.



When all these were unfolding, many of those attending tonorrow s Youth
Assenbly and their peers out there, had not been born.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad pointed out that because
Yout h nenbers are under 40, none of them experienced |iving under col onial
rule.

"Some think that even if they are broken up into nmany conflicting
parties they will continue to be prosperous as they are now," Dr Mahat hir
said after addressing | ast week's [aunch of Umo Youth's Gerak Gempur, one
of its many bids to put things right in as far as the destiny of young
voters i s concerned.

Continued Dr Mahathir: "It is inportant for ne to rem nd themthat
wi t hout Umo, they woul d not be where they are, and w t hout Unno now,
their future will be blighted."

Sources said Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi was al so expected to
articulate a sinlar |line of argunment when he addresses the joint opening
of the Youth and Wanita assenblies tonorrow.

"I'n essence, Pak Lah (Abdullah) will put forward the argunment all this
(hard-earned achi evenents) nust not be squandered," said the source.

Thus, in some ways, Umo is persuadi ng the young to pause am d the
furious rat race and journeys back to basic Ml aysian history.

Anot her basic political battle cry will also echo throughout the Umo
general assenbly beginning with Abdullah telling the sinmultaneous openi ng
of the Youth and Wanita assenblies of need for unity.
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