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COOPERATI ON, CONCORDANCE CORNERSTONE OF MALAYSIA'S FOREI GN PCLI CY

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- Cooperation and concordance wil |
remai n the cornerstone of Malaysia' s foreign policy towards all countries
particularly its nei ghbours, new Foreign Mnister Datuk Syed Ham d Al bar
sai d today.

Speaki ng at a wel cone cerenony for himat Wsma Putra, he expressed
confidence that with a supply of goodwi Il and a hi gh degree of
understanding all problens arising fromtinme to tinme anong them woul d be
resol ved.

"As Foreign Mnister I will play an active role towards achieving these
obj ectives of Malaysia's foreign policy."

The former Defence M nister succeeds Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw
who is now Deputy Prine Mnister and M nister of Home Affairs. Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad nmade the new appointnments in a
maj or Cabi net reshuffle on Jan 8.

Syed Hanmid said it was his "new day at school" at the Foreign Mnistry
and noted that he was taking over from Abdullah at a tinme when Ml aysia had
become well known in the international conmmunity particul arly anmong
devel opi ng countri es.

He al so said the Foreign Mnistry now housed at Wsma Putra here was
scheduled to shift to Putrajaya, the new seat of the Federal Governnment, in
2001.

Respondi ng to questions on Ml aysi a- Si ngapore rel ations at a news
conference later, Syed Hanmid said Mal aysia was as keen as its Causeway
nei ghbour in wanting to resolve all outstanding problens affecting them

"The rel ati onship between our two countries is so intertwi ned...there
are sone sensitivities that we have to |l ook at and we try to avoid areas
that can create differences."

"Let us |look at things where we can find conmon ground and | et us nove
forward. That has al ways been our viewpoint,"” he said.

Syed Hanmid said officials fromboth countries would nmeet, once they had
agreed on the date, to discuss matters such as the di spute over the Tanjong
Pagar | nmm gration checkpoint.

"I think both our |eaders want to achieve a win-win situation for the
two countries," he added.
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