18/ 09/ 1999
Cosnetics firml aunches Al DS fund

| da Aziz
MAKE- UP Art Cosnetics or MAC | aunched its AIDS Fund in Malaysia to
cel ebrate the official [aunch of MAC products in the country recently.

Hel d at the Lot 10 Kual a Lunpur, the event saw a joint nock cheque
presentation to the value of RMLO, 000 by Isetan Kual a Lunmpur nmanagi ng
di rector Toshi yuki Asano and Suria Meriang Sdn Bhd managi ng director
Robert Kot .

Presi dent of the Ml aysian Al DS Council Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir
accepted the nock cheque on behal f of the Ml aysi an Al DS Foundati on.

In her speech, Marina applauded MAC s contribution and said the
cosnetics conmpany's acronymwas in fact the sane as that of the Ml aysi an
Al DS Counci |

The MAC Al DS Fund was created to give back to the community through an
Al DS-rel ated fund-rai sing programme. It was incorporated as a charity in
1994 to facilitate the distribution of funds to | ocal organisations
working to inprove the quality of life for nen, wonen and children living
with HV and Al DS

For the fund, the conpany |l aunched its Viva damlipsticks whereby 100
per cent of the retail selling price will go directly into the MAC Al DS
fund.

The first Viva damwas a deep neutral red colour and endorsed by drag
queen di va RuPaul who acted as spokesperson for the MAC Al DS Fund.

In 1997, MAC |l aunched Viva Aamll to maintain its fund raising
monmentum Its nmuted rmauve pink col our was created for broad appeal .

Wth international recording artiste k.d. lang as its spokesman, Viva
Gamll raised nore than US$1 million (RVMB.8m) in its first seven weeks
wor |l dwi de. The lipsticks are priced at RVvb5 in Ml aysi a.

VWherever MAC products are sold around the world, the funds raised go
directly to the region in which those funds were raised.

The noney is donated to various H V/ Al DS organi sations to be used for
education, prevention, energency services and support. The fund requires
that the proceeds be used to help those in need rather than cover
adm ni strative or operational costs.

According to MAC retail manager Shirlay Lee: "MAC has contri buted RW5
mllion worldwide in terns of total retail sales to the fund. In Ml aysia,
we hope to sell about 100 to 150 units per nonth.

"If our estimation neets its mark, we will be contributing about
RvBO, 000 to RMLOO, 000 per year for our AIDS fund," she added.

Al'so on the cal ender is the launching of Viva damlll either in
Decenber or January worl dwi de. The new chocol ate brown or coffee colour is
expected to be just as popular as its predecessors.

Part of the community project involves a special progranmme called Kids
Hel pi ng Kids. Introduced in 1994, it addresses the inmpact of H 'V and Al DS
on children and babi es.
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