14 OCT 1999

COUNCI L TO CULTI VATE | NTER- RACI AL COOPERATI ON AMONG CONTRACTCRS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 14 (Bernama) -- The four-nonth-old National Council
of Contractors Mal aysia | ooks set to upgrade inter-racial cooperation anong
bui |l di ng contractors, Entrepreneur Devel opnment Deputy M nister Datuk ldris
Jusoh said today.

He said it would be boon for realising Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad's wi sh for non-Bum putera businessnen to again help
rebui l d the business of their Ml ay counterparts hard-hit by the econonic
crisis since md-1997.

The council, forned |last July and which Idris described as a
requirenent in nulti-racial Mlaysia, anong other things serves as a
channel for the construction industry to di scuss conmon problens with the
gover nnent .

"It's not that there is no cooperation. It's a question of upgrading it
fromtime to time," he said when approached by reporters after |aunching
the website for the Association of Ml aysian Malay Contractors here.

The website -- www pkmmorg.my -- provides the |atest update on the
associ ation and tenders awarded for construction projects.

Associ ation president Roslan Awang Kechi k said the website woul d be
linked to the Public Wrks Departnent and ot her governnent agenci es dealing
with contractors.

"W expect to have the link-up by early next year," Roslan added.
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