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Counci | - Gui del i nes
COUNCI L APPEALS TO PM TO W THDRAW GUI DELI NES FOR PLACES OF WORSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 2 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysian Consul tative Council of
Buddhi sm Christianity, H nduismand Si khi sm (MCCBCHS) has appealed to
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to withdraw the | atest
Qui del i nes for Planning Places of Wrship for Non-Mislimns.

The council in a nmenorandum dated Aug 30, rejected in toto the
gui del i nes, which it clained, as unconstitutional, unconscionable and
unaccept abl e.

"The so-call ed guidelines show a clear |ack of understanding,
sensitivity and respect for non-Islamc religions," said the MCCBCHS

The gui delines dated Sept 1998 were distributed to the council on Apri
22 by Deputy M nister of Housing and Local Governnent Datuk Peter Chin.

The council resented anong others the guidelines by the National Fatwa
Council contained in the | atest guidelines which stated that perm ssion to
erect a house of worship may be granted if the land site is in a non-Mslim
majority area and all applications for the building should be referred to
the respective State Islamc Council for its views.

The MCCBCHS proposed to the goverment to commence a national canpaign
to educate all Malaysians in their respective religions and in each other's
religion, as a long termeffort to pronote greater understandi ng, harnmony
and racial integration.

It al so appeal ed for directives be issued to all officers and
conmittees enpowered to inplenment the Planning Acts to respect, safeguard
and uphold the rights of all religious groups when applications are
submitted to establish religious institutions.

The council also recomended the formation of a National Interreligious
Advi sory Council to oversee the interest and needs of all religions in the
country.

"For the setting up of such a body, we reconmend that a protem
conmittee conprising leaders of all the religious groups be first
established to draw up the terns of reference,” it added.
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