28/ 10/ 1999

Country's progress due to rakyat's support: PM

MALAYSI A i s today one of the nost devel oped countries in the Third Wrld
because the CGovernnent enjoys strong support fromthe rakyat which all ows
it torun the country snoothly, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad says.
The country's progress has inpressed heads of governnent who had visited
the country and see for thensel ves Mal aysi a's achi evenents, he said.
Simlarly, other visitors and tourists find that Malaysia is already a
devel oped country while foreign workers are grateful to be working here,
Dr Mahat hir said.
The Prinme M nister was speaking to about 1,000 taxi drivers in Putrajaya
when | aunchi ng the "Syabas Mal aysi a" car stickers for taxis, rental cars
and | i mousi nes.
Al'l Mal aysi ans have benefited and will continue to benefit fromthe
rapi d devel opnent of the country as their interests always cone first when
the Government draws up and inplenment national devel opment policies, he
sai d.
On their part, the people should hel p preserve peace and sustain
Mal aysi a' s progress.
"I'f not us, who will preserve peace in our country, |ove our country,
devel op our country, protect our country and preserve national
i ndependence?”
If not for the rakyat's strong support and spirit of patroitism
Mal aysi a woul d not have been able to pursue its own economi c recovery
nmeasures w thout the influence of outsiders, Dr Mahathir said.
"This shoul d make us feel fortunate and grateful as our country
continues to stay 100 per cent independent. No one can order us around,
control us... we are able to tailor our nation-building efforts accordi ng
to our needs."
Whet her they are taxi drivers or big entrepreneurs, all Ml aysians
contribute to and benefit fromthe country's policies and devel opnent.
The tourismindustry is a key revenue earner for the country and taxi
drivers play an inportant role in its devel opnent.
On its part, the Government has been constantly wooing foreign visitors,
i ncl udi ng spendi ng about RML50 million a year in various tourismrelated
progranmes, he said.
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