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CREATI ON OF BN COALI TION BRINGS UNITY TO THE PECPLE

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya and Harlina Sanmson

(in conjunction with BN silver jubilee, Cct 24)

KUALA LUMPUR: The history of cooperation between the BN parties began
when the country was still under colonial rule, when Umo and MCA entered
into an el ectoral pact for the Kuala Lunpur Muinicipal Council election in
1952.

It then led to the birth of the Alliance when the M C representing the
I ndian community joined the Aliance pact.

Mohamed said the Alliance then popul arised the term "brothers and
sisters"” ("adi k beradi k') and the concept of nutual help ("tolong
menol ong") to foster cooperation anong the three political parties and
hence, the three races.

The cooperative spirit was threatened in a way after independence when
the federal constitition provided for the right of association, leading to
arisein political parties based on race, religion and cul ture.

"Cracks began to appear because of the political freedom The parties
were nore concerned with the struggle for thenselves, not for the rakyat or
nati on, and the chasm between them whether Ml ays, Chinese and Indi ans,
becanme nore pronounced and difficult,” he said.

The overzeal ousness in politicking resulted in the May 13 riots because
t he opposition parties which had won nore seats then, turned boastful and
tried to weaken the Mal ays, he said.

An inportant political devel opnment after the 1969 el ection was the
establ i shnent of a coalition governnent initiated by Tun Razak in severa
states |ike Perak, Selangor and Pul au Pi nang.

The front was well received not only by the political |eaders but also
the rakyat as a whol e.

"The rakyat were confident that this is a party that could bring about
stability, unite the people and bring Mal aysia to nore advancenent and
prosperity,” Mhaned said.

BN which faced its first test as a party in the 1974 polls, won a
rousing victory when it captured 135 out of 154 parlianentary seats, and it
had fromthen won every successive el ection

This political nould, based on power-sharing by the different races, is
further entrenched with the creation of a united and | oyal people, who are
responsi ble to the nation through the five principles of the Rukun Negara.

The unity and solidarity of the people continue to be the top agenda of
t he successive |leaders, the late Tun Hussein Onn (the 3rd prinme mnister)
and now, Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir not only stresses on the unity of the people and politica
stability but also on industrial and econom c devel opnent of the nation

Dr Mahathir al so brought several philosophies and ideas to the fore
anong them are: Cean, Efficient and Trustworthy; Leadership by Exanpl e;
Look East; Malaysia Inc. and Vision 2020, the latter to make Mal aysia a
devel oped nation in about 20 years' tine.

"So, the (BN) party not only has its ideol ogy but also policies and
obj ectives which nust be achieved. This is an inportant shift to create a
Mal aysia that is united, peaceful and progressive," said Mhaned.

He said the success of BN as a party and governnent is obvi ous because
it has laid the foundation, and created, a "bangsa Ml aysia", which is an
i nportant el enent to the new century.

"After 42 years of independence, we have created a "bangsa Ml aysi a",



because today people no | onger say they are Ml ays, Chinese or Indians but
they all say they are Ml aysi an people. They are proud to be Ml aysi an
peopl e,” he said.

Mohamed said the silver jubilee celebration is not only to mark the
25th anniversary of the party that has admi nistered the country for 42
years but also to celebrate the success of the people and nation in various
fields.

Under Dr Mahathir's | eadership, Ml aysia and the rakyat not only have
political independence but al so econom c independence, apart from soci al
upliftrment and advancenent.

Al t hough they are exposed to gl obalisation, the rakyat can be proud of
t he nobl e val ues found anong the people of different races and religions
while living in peace, harnony and prosperity.

The new century, he said, will bring with it all kind of challenges and
obst acl es which woul d require the younger generations to be prepared and
i mbued with a strong BN spirit when they take over the rein of power.

"Each conponent party nust strengthen its youth and wanita wi ngs. They
nmust encourage the young people to join themso that they woul d know t he
struggl e of the BN

"The future of BN depends heavily on how far the younger Mal aysi ans can
accept the concept of power-sharing and to continue to practise it,"
Mohaned sai d.

He said the younger generations are free to politick and choose any
political party but they nmust be smart enough to pick a party that can
bring benefits and gurantee their future as well as that of the nation

Leader of the BN youth wi ng, Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein, said the
BN is not just a political grouping but it is also a pact for solidarity,
commi t ment and understanding of the different races and religions in the
country.

"This cooperation and agreenent is born out of the awareness that a
multi-racial society must live in peace and harnony," he said.

H shanmuddi n who foll owed the footsteps of his father, the late Tun
Hussei n and grandfather, Datuk Onn Jaafar, who founded Umo, said the main
role of the present younger generations is to double their efforts to
deepen their understanding of the BN political formla.

This process, he said, has to be a continuous and | ong-term so that
they can inherit the BN spirit of cooperation and understanding to ensure
the future of the nation

"The BN formul a nust be defended in order to maintain the unity and
advancenent of the nation, and if needed, to streamline it in accordance
with the times," he said. -- Bernanm

AFY HS RS KGO



	CREATION OF BN COALITION BRINGS UNITY TO THE PEOPLE (Bernama 22/10/1999)

