24 JUN 1999
Umo- Sack
CRI TI Cl SM5 MAY HAVE LED TO MY REMOVAL- ANUAR

ALOR SETAR, June 24 (Bernamm) -- Former Merbok Umo Division
Information Chief Mejar (Rtd) Anuar Abdul Hami d who was sacked fromthat
post two days ago said today his renoval could be due to his criticisnms
whi ch made sone groups uneasy.

"What actual ly happened is that sonme groups becane uneasy when
poi nted out the defects in the financial statenent for the year ending Dec
31, 1998 during the conmttee neeting on June 6," he said.

Anuar said he had also criticised the failure to record in the mnutes
of the neeting the "inportant matters" that were di scussed and deci ded at
t he neeti ng.

He this in a statenent in response to a press report on his sacking by
the Merbok Umo Division head Arzm Ham d.

"I should in fact be called upon by the divisional head and told of ny
m stakes if any but this was not done. | was booted out without any
reason. "

"This is a cruel exercise of power particularly so when the election is
approachi ng, " he said.

Anuar said he was sad because he was not given the opportunity to show
cause as to why he should not be sacked or to defend hinself before any
action was taken against himby Arzm.

"This action is untinely and went against the call nade by the Umo
President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad during the Umo General Assenbly
that divisional heads foster closer relationship anbng nenbers to prevent
di sunity," he said.

He said Arzm's statenment on his renoval was very confusing and many
Umo nenbers in the division had contacted hi mand said he had been renoved
for allegedly joining the reformasi novenent and for joining Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal

"This is all not true and anounts to slander..... | and the Merbok
Di vi sion Wanita head Rosnah Majid were anong the first to go to the
branches and explain to nmenbers the case against fornmer Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim" he said.

"This allegation against ne is baseless. | amand will always be a
| oyal Umo nmenber," Anuar said.
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