01 MAY 1999

CRONI ES OF FORMER NATI ONAL LEADER HAVE RM230 M LLI ON DEPCSI TS, SAYS MAHATHI R

JITRA, May 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
said today cronies of a forner national |eader have deposits anmounting to
RM230 million.

"When he had the power, the former | eader made his friends nmillionaires
until they could travel round the world and live in |uxury overseas for
nmont hs, " he said when openi ng the Kubang Pasu Umo division del egates
neeti ng, here.

The nmoney was used by the cronies to pay rioters in the federal
capital, he said.

"How did they get the noney?" he said.

However, Dr Mahathir did not nane the parties involved.

He said this when dismssing allegations that Donmestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs M nister Megat Junid Megat Ayob has RVA0O million deposited
in the Bank of Israel.

Speaking to reporters later, he said he could not reveal the identities
of the cronies.
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