22/ 07/ 1999
Crusoe in Ml aysian cl assroons (HL)

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Robi nson Crusoe, Potato People, The Prisoner of
Zenda, The Phantom of the Opera and Dr Jekyll and M Hyde will be part of
the literary diet for secondary students next year

Poenms like If by Rudyard Kipling, The Road Not Taken (Robert Frost),
Sonnet 18 (W/I1iam Shakespeare) and a translation of The Dead Crow (A
Samad Said) will be on that nenu as well.

The |ist of Bahasa Mal aysi a and English works that secondary school
students have to read to inculcate the readi ng habit, was rel eased by
Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak today.

The programe woul d be inplenmented in Form One and Four in March next
year, in Forms Two and Five in 2001 and in Form Three the foll ow ng year

The books will conprise novels, short stories and poens.

Anong Bahasa Mal aysi a novels that will be conpul sory are Julia by Abu
Hassan Morad, Di Hadapan Pul au (A. Sarmad Said), Merdeka! Merdeka! (A
Rahman Hanafi ah), Timul ak Kapal Perang (Azmah Nordi n) and Aku Anak Ti nur
(Siti Am nah Yusuf).

Sonme Mal ay dramas |isted are Noordin Hassan's Jangan Bunuh Rana-rans,
Serunai Mal am (Usrman Awang) and Jal an Senpit (Anelia Hashin).

Anmong short stories listed by the Education Mnistry for English classes
are Sonerset Maughamis The Lotus Eater, The Pencil (Ai Myjod), O Bunga
Telur and Bally Shoes (Che Husna Azhari).

Najib said his Mnistry was planning to eval uate students on their
reading at the Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia level in the year 2001 and at the
Peni | ai an Menengah Rendah | evel the follow ng year.

He was speaking at a Press conference after his Mnistry's weekly post-
Cabi net nmneeti ng.

Naji b was al so asked about Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s st at enent that Bum putera students were capabl e of achieving
good results simlar to other races but had not |ived up to expectations
because they were easily distracted and did not concentrate on their
st udi es.

Naji b said al though the students had achi eved much, they had the
potential to do better if they concentrated fully on acquiring know edge.
He said the Prime M nister hoped that Bum putera students would fully
utilise the educational facilities the Government had prepared for them

"This is so they could acquire a high | evel of general know edge to show
that they are capable of inproving thensel ves. W want themto be
internationally conpetitive," Najib said, adding that Bum putera students
shoul d not just be average students.

He said both teachers and parents had a big role in placing enphasis on
education as a way of life so as to bring about a change in the students
attitude to studies.

Asked if a special commission was needed to address the issue, he said
it was not necessary but his Mnistry wel comed suggesti ons.

On a report today that 464 nission schools in the country nmay cease to
exi st as State Governnments were rejecting renewal s of |and | eases and
i mposi ng exorbitant quit rents, Najib said he woul d neet school officials
soon to hear their problens.
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