04/ 08/ 1999

Cuepacs preparing salary reviewfor civil servants

KANGAR, Tues. - The Confederation of Unions of Enployees in the Public and
Cvil Service is preparing a civil servants' salary review to be forwarded
to the Governnent soon.

Its president, N Siva Subramaniam said today the union's working paper
woul d al so contain its evaluation of the New Sal ary Schenme whi ch was
i npl ement ed seven years ago.

He sai d Cuepacs had detected several weaknesses in the SSB whi ch woul d
be highlighted in the review proposal .

Si va Subramani am was speaking to reporters after attending the | aunch of
a one-day sem nar on civil servants' salary review at the Bukit Teni ang
Agricul ture Conplex in Beseri.

The function in which Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim
officiated was attended by 160 Cuepacs nenbers.

"I hope no one will msconstrue our intention as a ploy to get the
union's clains approved owing to the com ng general election," he said.

He said a lot of the union's clains over the years had been approved by
the Government owing largely to the good relationship between the two
parties.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has al ways been ready to
meet the union | eaders and has al ways been receptive to our proposals,” he
sai d.

Si va Subramani am sai d anot her i nportant reconendation contained in the
wor ki ng paper woul d be for the Government to raise the retirement age of
civil servants from55 years to "a nore appropriate age".

He contended that the average |ifespan of Ml aysians, which now stood at
79 years, neant that sone of themwould spend nore years as retirees
i nstead of being experienced and productive workers.
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