23/ 03/ 1999
Curbs on sal e of replicating machi nes

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
the Governnment will control the sale of replicating nachines to curb the
illegal production of intellectual property here.

Admitting that such activities were ranpant, Dr Mahathir said the
aut horities have concluded that this was a nore effective way to deal with
the probl emof piracy.

"W have decided that to check the problem we need to control the sale
of such machi nes. For exanple, we will decide who is allowed to buy the
CD-ROM replicating machi nes, and why he needs to buy it," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after chairing a four-hour
Nati onal Information Comittee Council neeting in Cyberjaya today.

"The Governnent woul d take action agai nst those who violate the law, " he
said ading that at present, such activities were ranpant as it was
difficult to check all outlets which sold such itens.

"W know that this (piracy problen) is not only causing | osses to
M crosoft, but our artistes are also badly affected,”" he said adding in
jest that even proceedi ngs of Umo neetings were not spared from piracy.

Last week, Energy, Comrunications and Multinedia M nister Datuk Leo
Moggi e said the mnistry would i ntroduce new | egi sl ation by the end of the
year to curb the illegal production of intellectual property.

It will also strengthen existing provisions in the Copyright Act to
provide for stricter enforcenent and penalti es agai nst producers of
pi rated worKks.

On anot her question, asked whet her there had been a sl owdown in
applications for Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) status from conpanies
since the government introduced exchange controls | ast Septenber, Dr
Mahat hir said there was not.

Wth the exchange control neasures in place, investors were nore
interested as they knew the cost of doing business and the returns from
i nvestnent as the Malaysian ringgit was pegged to the dollar.

"Previously, they (investors) had to hedge, they had to do all Kkinds of
t hi ngs because they really do not know what the cost of doing business is
in Mal aysi a. Today, they know exactly the cost of doing business here,” he
sai d.

Asked whet her the Singapore One information technol ogy hub woul d pose a
competition to the MSC, Dr Mahathir said: "No. What we have here is a very
conmpr ehensi ve plan that involves a whole area conplete with a set of new
cyber laws, new practices, new facilities designed to cater for all the
new devel opnents in information age technol ogy.

"So, there is no other country that can devote....certainly Singapore
cannot have a 55km by 15km area that we have here

"Qurs is a very conprehensive project, it is not just confined to one
role or one particular activity."

The CGovernment, in devel oping the corridor, targeted 50 worl d-cl ass
conmpanies to be sited in the MSC by the year 2003.

"I't is now 1999 and we al ready have 29 conpani es, nore than half of our
target.

"So, it is obvious that people are still attracted to the MSC," he said.

So far, the Governnment has approved 205 conpani es for MSC status out of
270 appl i cati ons.
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