23/ 04/ 1999

Dana Khas Negara still accepting donations

THE Dana Khas Negara, which was | aunched in March | ast year, will continue
to acccept contributions fromthe public until the country has fully
recovered fromthe econom ¢ downt urn.

Yesterday' s auction nmanaged to raise a total of RML.35 million in bids
for the 37 items which had a reserve price totalling RVMB.9 million.

Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Miustapa Mhaned sai d yesterday the
Governnment had yet to make a decision "as to when to wind up the fund."

Speaking to reporters after |aunching the auction of val uabl es donated
by the public at the Restoran Seri Ml ayu in Jalan Conl ay, Kual a Lunpur,
he said: "For now, we still welconme contributions fromthe public."

Currently, the fund stands at RVB5 nmillion.

The event was jointly organi sed by the Finance Mnistry and Mal aysia On
Call Sdn Bhd. Sone 350 people, nostly |ocal businessnen, attended the
aucti on.

Dana Khas was | aunched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanad
in March |last year in an effort to help revive the country's econony.

The fund conpri ses noney or val uabl es such as jewellery, silverware,
pewt er vases, crystals, watches, pens, pearls and other articles donated
by the public, organisations or conpanies.

Ajewellery set belonging to the Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali enmerged as one of the nobst sought after items at the
aucti on.

Ban Hi n Lee Bank Bhd chairman and chi ef executive Datuk Goh Eng Toon
successfully bid for the set consisting of matching neckl ace, baguette
di anonds with ruby red genstones, bracelet, earrings and ring, after 10
rounds of biddi ngs.

The reserve price for the exquisite collection was RML20, 000. The 37
items auctioned yesterday included 10 | ots of bungal ow | and and a bungal ow
house.

The highlight of the two-hour event was the auction of foreign
currenci es donated by Dr Mahathir which had a reserve price of RvBO, 000.
An al bum of foreign currencies collected over the years by the Prine
M ni ster was sold at RMLO, 000, while a frame of foreign currencies, also

coll ected over the years, was sold at RVA0, 000

O her available itens were jewellery, watches, crystal, pearl and
ceram ¢ products. Al en Noordin and Dr Mohd KassimAli fromthe Ml aysi an
Num smati ¢ Associ ati on were the auctioneers.

To ensure that participants were conmtted to the auction, a fee of
RMLOO per person was char ged.
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