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DAP CALLS FOR FORVATI ON OF 31 SELECT COW TTEES

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 20 (Bernama) -- The 10th Parlianent, which sat for
the first time today, should form 31 select committees to nake its menbers
nore effective and relevant to the needs of the people and country, the DAP
sai d today.

DAP Chairman LimKit Siang suggested the formation of 27 Specialised
Sel ect Committees and four General Select Conmittees.

Mal aysi a shoul d ermul ate ot her Commonweal th Parlianents which have
est abl i shed a specialised commttee for al nost every mnistry to give
greater nmeaning to the principle of parlianmentary control and scrutiny of
the Executive, he said in a statenent.

"Such a committee systemw ||l nake a great difference in the
effecti veness of each individual M s work in Parlianment, as nmenbers woul d
gai n real know edge of certain subjects and becone truly effective in those
spheres,” he said.

Lim a fornmer Qpposition Leader who lost in the recent genera
el ection, cited as an exanpl e the House of Commons in the United Ki ngdom
whi ch has 34 Select Conmittees.

He said that |ast Dec 10 Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
appoi nted "a very Jurassic Cabinet of 27 mnisters, which nmakes the
appoi nt nrent of Specialised Select Conmittees even nore urgent and
i nperative."

He said the CGeneral Select Committees should be on wonen agenda, nass
nmedi a, information technol ogy and anti-corruption

"The Bari san Nasional governnment should table annual reports on wonen
agenda, mass nedia, information technol ogy and corruption to Parlianent
foll owed by an annual parliamentary debate on the reports,” he said.

Limal so proposed that a nmenber of the opposition be appointed to head
the Public Accounts Conmittee (PAC) as well as to take one of the two posts
of Deputy Speaker to make the new Parlianent nore consultative.

More than hal f of the menbership of the PAC should come fromthe
opposition, and to heighten Parlianmentary scrutiny of the Executive the
dai ly one-hour question time should be extended to two hours, he said.

"The right of the opposition to initiate parlianmentary business nust be
accorded due recognition, by procedural provisions for instance, that every
Thursday afternoon sitting in the four-day Parlianmentary week, would be
reserved for non-governnent business,” he said.
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