21 DEC 1999
Parl i anent - EC
DAP DESCRI BES EC AS TOOTHLESS TI GER

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 21 (Bernanmm) -- DAP secretary-general Kerk Ki m Hock
in his maiden debate at the Dewan Rakyat today, described the El ection
Conmmi ssion (EC) as a "toothless tiger" for failing to ensure that the 10th
general election was conducted in a cl ean manner

Kerk (DAP-Kota Mel aka) said the EC shoul d have been prepared as Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad had gi ven warni ng several nonths
before parlianment was dissolved that the election this tine would becone
the dirtiest election in the country's history.

"The EC which should play the role of an independent referee to ensure
that the election was conducted fairly and in a clean manner was not able
to take preventive neasures to ensure that the warning did not becone a
reality. The EC seens to be like a toothless tiger in the country's
denocratic system" he said.

He said this when debating the Supplenmentary Supply Bill (1999) (No.2)
1999 in the Dewan Rakyat, here.

He said the people's confidence in the EC was being eroded foll ow ng
its nove not to allow 600,000 new voters to vote

"Al though the EC had clarified why the new voters who had registered
this year did not have the right to vote, the people still do not
understand why the ECis not efficient in this era (of information
technol ogy)," he said.

He said the DAP was al so not satisfied with the Barisan Nasional (BN)
adverti senents which portrayed street denonstrations on tel evision and
maj or newspapers throughout the canpaign period for the general election

Kerk said the DAP was al so pressing for an independent investigation to
check sources of canpaign funds for all political parties so that the
peopl e woul d know if there were political parties that received assistance
fromforeign mssions and private conpanies.

The investigation should al so involve the Barisan Nasional (BN)
conponent parties because the DAP estinmated that the BN had spent RMVbO
mllion to finance its scare canpaign including adverti senents on
tel evision and the newspapers, he said.

The call by Kerk | ater drew reaction from Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar who stood up to seek clarification, saying: "After every
general election, the opposition parties will call for an investigation
This is because they lost in the general election.”

This was foll owed by an exchange of words for 10 mi nutes between Syed
Ham d and Kerk when the DAP secretary-general accused the governnent of
being afraid to conduct the investigtion for fear that their secrets would
be exposed.
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