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DAP | NI TI ATES HUMAN Rl GHTS AWARDS 1998

PETALI NG JAYA, Jan 4 (Bernama) -- The DAP has initiated human rights
awards for those concerned in pronoting human rights locally and
i nternationally.

DAP Annual Human Rights Awards Conmittee chairman Karpal Singh said
today the 1998 awards woul d be divided into two categories, one for a
Mal aysi an personality or organisation and the other for an international
personal ity or organisation

Asked if the commttee would accept nominations for Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, Karpal Singh said: "We will make sel ection
on all nom nations."

The conmittee would vet and nmake a selection on all nom nations
recei ved regardl ess of race, religion or colour, he told a news conference
at the DAP headquarters, here.

He said the party had initiated the awards in view of the significant
events taking place internationally concerning human rights and al so due to
the restraints and constraints under which the country operated.

Nom nati ons are open to DAP branches and nenbers of the public and
shoul d reach the DAP Human Ri ghts Awards Conmittee at No. 24, Jalan 20/9,
Par amount Garden, 46300, Petaling Jaya by Feb 28.

The winners will be announced in early March and each recipient wll
receive a gold nedal and a citation

Karpal, who is DAP deputy chairman, said the selection would be based
on several criteria including the consistency of the person or organisation
in pronoting and defending human rights, the Ilength of tine of involvenent
in human rights activities or canpaigns and the degree of sacrifice put in.

Fam |y nenbers and relatives of the selection commttee as well as the
menbers of the selection cormittee are not eligible for nomnation
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