05 JUN 1999

DAP WANTS PM TO CONSULT W TH OPPCSI TI ON ON HARUN S REPLACEMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, June 5 (Bernama) -- The DAP today called on Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to consult with the Qpposition
bef ore appointing the new El ecti on Comm ssion (EC) chairman to repl ace
out goi ng Datuk Harun Din.

Its secretary-general, LimKit Siang, said the comm ssion was one of
the nost inportant institutions to ensure the conduct of free, fair and
cl ean general elections wthout which there woul d be no neani ngfu
parlianmentary denocracy in the country.

"The tinme has cone for the devel opnment of Constitutional conventions to
uphol d the spirit and letter of the Constitution,” he said in a statenent,
here.

Harun is due to retire on June 21 after nine years as head of the
el ecti on body.

Dr Mahathir told reporters yesterday that the governnent had identified
several candidates to replace Harun and an announcenent woul d be nmade once
t he person was picked.

Li m said Harun had been very approachabl e as the comni ssion chairnman
and had tried his |level best to conduct fair elections.

"Unfortunately, his hands are tied under existing |laws and regul ations
whi ch are not conducive to the holding of free, fair and cl ean genera
el ections,” he said.

He said the EC has never been able to exercise its constitutiona
i ndependence to determne the polling date and the |l ength of the election
canpai gn peri od.
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