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Mahat hi r - Per waj a
DECI SI ONS ON PERWAJA STEEL MADE COLLECTI VELY, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 24 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today that decisions on Perwaja Steel Sdn Bhd were
made col l ectively by the federal governnent.

Former Deputy Prime Mnister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mwas al so invol ved, he said.

"He can bring it to court if he wants to," he said in reference to a
police report |odged by Anwar who clainms that Perwaja had suffered | osses
of RVR,985 million and nentions Dr Mahathir's nanme in the report.

"He cannot said that although I amin the governnent, but | disagree.
If he disagreed, he nust protest,” he told a news conference after opening
t he Gerakan annual del egates neeting, here.

Dr Mahathir said that simlarly in the case of Putrajaya and the Prine
M nister's residence, any noney spent on devel opi ng these projects nust be
okayed by the finance m nister

"Al so, all governnent cabinet papers which have financial involvenent
must go through the mnistry and okayed by Anwar," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Mnistry of Finance, under Anwar then, never
prot ested agai nst Putrajaya, never nentioned that it was building a
"mahligai” (palace) and never even protested agai nst the Bakun
hydr oel ectri ¢ dam proj ect.

He went al ong supporting the government when he was in the governnment,
he said.

"If that mahligai is built, it was built because he allowed that noney
to be spent...so he is guilty,” the prinme mnister said.

Asked on the current stock market performance, Dr Mahathir said he was
not concerned because it was healthy for the market to have its ups and
downs.

On factors to be considered before dissolving parliament, he said there
were many things that could be considered "but the nost inportant thing is
that we want to ensure absolute victory. W can win even now but we want
absolute (victory)".

Dr Mahathir said the BN wants a big najority to ensure that the country
woul d continue to have a strong and stabl e government and not because it
wants to change the constitution.

"If it is asinple or small majority, there is always a threat to the
government. Even if a few people gets disaffected they can nove over and
then the government goes down...we don't want that," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was happy with the | evel of support received by the
governnment fromthe people right now

On some people said to be holding back, he said it was because they
were confused. "These peopl e thought that Anwar is being badly treated by
me while some are playing on religious issues,” he said.

On concerns that sonme people were not being forward-I|ooking, Dr
Mahat hir said the PAS strategy was to influence them since they were young,
fromthe kindergarten, to the university and overseas.

Many of those studying overseas, he said, were involved in the Islamc
Revol uti onary Council, for exanple, and were being instilled with
"anti-establishment” spirit.

He said that even though they obtai ned governnent assistance, upon
their return to the country, they were thinking of howto resist the
establ i shrent .



"These peopl e usually support PAS and when questioned why they did
that, they cannot answer," he said.

On perception that students had been alienated fromthe | eaders of the
governnment, Dr Mahathir said the government do not want to disturb the
students and want themto concentrate on their studies, especially the
Bum put er as.

"But nowit seens that if we don't get in contact with them the
opposition will use this opportunity to subvert them Now, | find they hate
t he governnment for no reason. They get schol arships fromthe government,
jobs in the governnent and every help fromthe governnment but they are told
not to be grateful to the government, to hate the governnment. W nust
correct them" he said.

On suggestions that the Universities and University Col |l eges Act be
reviewed, the prime mnister said the act was neant for the students' good
as it would stop people fromdisturbing themand to stop themfromgetting
involved in "brainless activities".
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