15 JUL 1999
Par| i anent - Debat e
DEFI NI TI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS SHOULD BE W THI N MALAYSI A' S CONTEXT

KUALA LUMPUR, July 15 (Bernamm) -- A Governnent backbencher today urged
t he proposed Human Ri ghts Commi ssion to define human rights based on the
Federal Constitution and within the context of Ml aysia' s nmultiracial
soci ety.

Taking part in the debate on the Human Ri ghts Conm ssion of Ml aysia
Bill 1999 in the Dewan Rakyat, Ruhanie Ahmad (BN-Parit Sul ong) said the
definition should be based on Ml aysia's nould and shoul d not include the
human rights doctrine found el sehere.

He said a local definition of human rights would be appropriate to
Article 4 of the Bill pertaining to the functions and power of the
conmi ssion to create awareness and provi de educati on on what constituted
human rights.

Hence the commi ssion should educate the various groups particularly
Non- Gover nnent al Organi sati ons (NGOs) on the national perception of human
rights and not just ape the ideol ogy, doctrine and views of foreigners,
whi ch could only destroy the country, Ruhanie said

He said the younger generation should also be prepared so that it would
not follow the definition of human rights linked to individualismas this
could lead themto go agai nst the governnent.

Ruhani e hit out at the Opposition which he said worshi pped the human
rights declarations proclainmed by foreigners particularly the West such as
t he Decl arati on of Human Rights of 1948 by claimng that it enconpassed
uni versal val ues.

He said universal values were found everywhere particularly in the
teachings of all religions.

According to Ruhanie, the West and in particular the United States
which had clainmed itself to be the Chanpi on of Denocracy had viol ated human
rights such as in El Sal vador and Vi et nam

He urged the conmi ssion to build a human rights franmework and
perspective in line with the requirenents of the people and lay it down as
the policy for the future generation specially when there were opposi ng
vi ews on gl obalisation and nationalism

As expected the Opposition was trying to belittle the governnent's
efforts to have the conm ssion by conparing it to other Acts, which it
cl ai med were oppressive and viol ated human rights such as the Interna
Security Act, Oficial Secrets Act, Printing Presses and Publications Act,
Sedition Act, Universities and University Coll eges Act and so, he said.

Qoposition Leader LimKit Siang (DAP- Tanjong) expressed doubts as to
the effectiveness and integrity of the commi ssion in discharging its duties
to guarantee human rights so long as the other Acts were not abolished.

He said as long as these Acts, which he considered as oppressive
exi sted, the commission's credibility in protecting human rights in
Mal aysi a woul d be doubt ed.

Limsaid the Bill did not give a wide neaning to human rights and the
government too did not refer the Bill to any human rights body such as NGOs
or human rights committees before tabling it in Parlianent.

He said if the government was sincere in ensuring human rights in the
country, the conmmi ssion's mandate should be wide and in line with the
i nternational charter

Li ew Ah Ki m (I ndependent - Seput eh) proposed that the conm ssion's
menbership be representative of all races and people of different politica



| eanings so that it could function justly and effectively.

Wan Junai di Tuanku Jaafar (BN Batang Lupar) proposed that its nenbers
be skilled in international |aw particularly pertaining to human rights.

The potential nenbers of the conmm ssion should also be well versed with
t he governnent's perception on various issues, he added.

Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong) proposed that w der val ues be incoporated
into the Bill such as universal human val ues.

He al so proposed that the government submt a fresh Universal
Decl arati on of Human Rights taking into account current devel opnments.

Thi s was because Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad had said
the UN Decl aration of Human Ri ghts was out of date, Dr Tan said.

The Dewan will sit again on Monday.
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