16/ 08/ 1999

Definition of national disaster extended

BAGAN SERAI, Sun. - The definition of a national disaster has been
extended to cover collapse of high-rise buildings, fire at high-rise
bui l di ngs and air crashes affecting buil dings and public pl aces.

It also includes train accidents and derail nents; industrial accidents
such as fire, pollution and | eakage of dangerous chem cals and nucl ear and
radi oacti ve | eakages.

Al so included is the occurrence of haze that could affect the snooth
runni ng of the Governnment's administration and national econonic
activities; collapse of hydro danms, flood, |andslide, dry spell and storm

Informati on M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, who is al so Nati onal
Di sast er Managenent and Relief Commttee chairman, said the nove to extend
the definition was nade after a suggestion by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad in 1993.
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