19/ 06/ 1999

Del egate proposes “father' title for Dr M

A DELEGATE has proposed that Prime Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad be accorded the "Father of Ml aysia' s Econom c

| ndependence” title for his success in steering the country out of the
econom ¢ probl ens.

Nawawi Ahmad of Jasin, representing the Mal acca Umo, said the success
of his firmeconom c policies was an inspiration not only for Ml aysians
but al so others in neighbouring countries.

"W were surprised that people in Thailand who were agai nst the neasures
i ntroduced by the International Mnetary Fund, supported Dr Mahathir's
econom ¢ reforns.

"Al though they are froma different country, they showed their support
by hol di ng banners saying they | ove Dr Mahathir," he said.

Nawawi al so spoke of the actions of some Ml aysi ans who took to the
streets to show their displeasure against the judiciary and the Governnent
and | abel | ed such groups as proponents of "street anarchy".

"These are the people who can ruin the econony for which the Governent
has worked so hard to revive after it was attacked by currency
specul ators," he added.

Nawawi al so urged Unmo nenbers not to be conplacent with the success in
the recent Sabah State election but to work harder to ensure a resoundi ng
victory for the Barisan Nasional in the comi ng general election.

He proposed that menbers should not be too involved in politicking at
the branch and divisional |evels and those who lost in party el ections
shoul d accept defeat.

"We are strong if we are united. If we are united, we can defeat Pas in
the general election and even win nore than the two-thirds majority."

He said that Ummo menbers should not wait for instructions fromtop
party leaders to fight the threat fromthe Opposition but shoul d act
i medi at el y.
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