11/ 09/ 1999

Del egat es appl aud Dr Mahathir for his efforts

MJUAR, Fri. - More than |,500 del egates attendi ng the 62nd anni versary
cel ebrations of the Miar Teochew Associ ation here | ast ni ght appl auded
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad whol eheartedly for his
untiring efforts in helping to revive the nation's econony.

Led by Health M nister and MCA vice-president Datuk Chua Jui Meng, the
crowd continued to clap their hands in appreciation of the Prine
M nister's foresight, | eadership and vision for Ml aysi a.

Earlier, Chua had outlined Dr Mahathir's |list of econom c achi evenents,

i ncl udi ng how he prevail ed over foreign criticismof his selective capital
control mneasures.

The turn around of Ml aysia's econony, he noted, had silenced Dr
Mahathir's critics who had earlier predicted that Mal aysia's capital
control measures would spell doomfor the country.

Chua pointed out that even Clyde V. Prestowitz Jr, the founder and
presi dent of Washi ngton-based Econom c Strategy Institute, had praised
Mal aysia's efforts at overcom ng the financial crisis.

Prestowitz had forecast that Ml aysia' s economy would rebound to a
record four to six per cent growh this year.

Sai d Chua: "Such econonmi c achievenent is hard to attain and it is not
easy for other countries to enulate. This is why nany Cormonweal t h | eaders
are keen to hear fromDr Mahathir of Ml aysia' s success and experience."

He al so noted that Commonweal th Secretary-General Chief Emeka Anyaoku
had said they (the Commonweal th nmenbers) had acknow edged Mal aysia's
strategy, especially the selective capital controls and ot her economc
recovery nmeasures had yi el ded positive results.

Chua sai d had Mal aysia blindly foll owed nei ghbouring countries and
succunbed to the International Mnetary Fund, it would have been col oni sed
as was the case with other countries.

"Qur success story is the result of untold sacrifices, hard work and the
unwavering support for the Barisan Nasional by the people.

"I amcertain Malaysians will continue to back a strong BN Governnent to
ensure continuous progress, unity and peace."

He advi sed Mal aysi ans not to be msled by |lies spread by DAP, Pas, Parti
Keadi | an and Parti Rakyat Mal aysia, which had forned a coalition to
hoodwi nk t hem

Chua said only a stable BN Governnent coul d ensure econonic and
political stability for future generations.

(END)
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